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TRANSLATOR' 
Advertiſement. 


UR Excellent Author 
having ſufficiently pre- 
par d his Reader by his Preface, 
has left me nothing to add, unleſs 
it be to put him in Mind of two 
Things.  - | 

1. That the reaſon why Sig- 
nior Bianchi ſtiles the King of 
Pruſſia, when he mentions him, 
only Elector of Brandenburg, is 
becauſe that Prince was not then 
own'd in any other Character 
by the Republick of Venice. 

A 2 2. That 
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A dvertiſement. 


2. That it muſtnot be won- 
der'd at, that the Author, who is 
a profe fs 'd Roman C abolich hath 
here and there drop'd a Refle- 
ction upon the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion. It is rather to be won- 
der'd at, that he hath not been 
more Severe, conſidering that his 
Book was to paſs thro the Hands 
of an Inquiſttor. And the Prote- 
ſtant Reader will the more eaſily 
pardon him, becauſe he hath in 
more than one Place, made am- 


ple amends, by his lmpartialty 


on other Accounts. 


THE 
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1 Ls 
AUTHOR 
NOTAR. 


RE A D E R. 
| E per ſiſted in refuſing the Preſs 


this Account, which for my own A- 
muſement I form'd, in Travelling, for the 
continu'd ſpace of two Years, the Coun- 
tries of the Switzers, and Griſons,when 
the moſt Setene Republic caus'd to be 
Negotiated in thoſe Parts, the lately con- 
cluded Alliances. 

But not being able to reſiſt the Appli- 
cat ions of many who perſwaded me to 
Publiſh it; I confeſs that, amongſt other 
Reaſons, I was moſt prevail d on, by that 
of the great ſcarcity and almoſt entire 
want of Authors which give a ſufficient 
| A 2 Account 
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To the Reader. 
Account of the preſent State of theſe | 
Countries and Governments. | 

Some fewFrench andLatin Books ſpeak 

of them; but rather with regard to di- | 
ant than later times, and not without | 
one Author's Contradicting the other in 
ſome things; and thoſe few which have | 
written on their preſent State, have done | 
it ſo ſparingly, that "tis impoſhble to draw | 
from their Books ſufficient Materials to 
form a true Idea of them. \ 
Alter the Geographical deſcription 
the Country, and having given a 
(perhaps not uſeleſs) Account of its na- 
ture, I conclude with ſome Particulars of 
the Ancient Hiſtory of theſe People, | 
touching on that part only, in which the | 
Sentiments of the mo$} Learned of theſe } 
Countries juintly agree with thoſe of all 
Authors; believing that enough for the | 
Reader's Information, as well as ta lead | 
with eaſe and all poſſuble clearneſs to the | 
8 of the Modern State. And to 
add more, ſeemed to me wholly ſuperfluous ; 
N not 
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To the Reader. | 
not pretending to write a Hiſtory, which 
if it ſhou'd extend to the more minute 
particulars, wou d infallibly prove rather 


: 


tedious than entertaining, 


The Frateſtatian of having Imparti- 
ally ſearch'd after Truth, and faithfully 
ſet it in its true Light, is common to all 
Authors, and is perhaps a Buſineſs not 
generally obſerv'd by them. ; 

g If this ſhou'd be ſaid of me, in the 
reading of this ſmall Work ; whoever has 
had the opportunity of making ſome ſtay 
in the Countries of which 1 ſpeak, may 
e of it. 
| To 2 that has not ſeen them, I can 
; alledge as an evident preſumption of my 
Sincerity, that as ] have no imaginable 
Intereſt what ſoever in this Nation,which 
can induce me to applaud its Virtue be- 
yond the baunds of Truth; ſa, the ſale 
Arguments drawn from Juſtice, are ſuf- 
Acient to prevent my loading them with: 
3 Faults which they have not, and painting 
1 "0 4 thoſe 
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bags To the Reader. 
thoſe which they have in deeper Colours 
than they deſerve 

It never ſomuch as entred myThoughts 
to. be more Partial than Juſt in this Re- 
lation: but he who pleaſes to read the 
other Hiſtories of the Switzers, will find 
that my Elogies are not Hyperbelical ; 
but moderate; and as for their Defects, 
T think I may depend ont, that no one, 
even of the Nation itſelf, can deny %em, 
in the degree which 1 2 them, not 
out of Malice to expoſe them; but as 
neceſſary to undeceive thoſe (particularly 
in Italy )who, very much to the prejudice 
of Truth, are under a $rong prepoſſeſſton 
that theſe very Faults are neatly 
greater than they really are. 
Perhaps I ſhall diſpleaſe the Prote- 
ſtants, by the manner in which I ſpeak 
of their Religion; but beſides that, on no 
conſideration whatever, it is poſſible for 
me to entertain any Sentiments different 
from thoſe of a Catholick, which by the 
eſpecial Grace of the moſt High, I pro- 

——— 
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To the Reader. 


eſs to be; if they pleaſe but once to caſt 
FA Eye on the Inſcription, which is 


engraven in large Characters in Marble, 
on the Portal of the Council. Houſe of 


the City of Geneva, they will be oblig'd 
to own my Expreſſions too ſoft, if com- 
par'd with that ; and ſo much the rather, 


. by reaſon, that in publiſhing the Wiſdom 


of their Government, the prudence of their 
Oeconomy, and ſo many other Excellen- 
cies ſo truly worthy of Applauſe which 
they poſſeſs, I ſbou d think I might paſs 
for as Impartial a Writer as any other 
whatſoever. 


Studying Brevity, I have thrown in- 


to a General Diſcourſe, whatever univer- 


* 
* 


ſally regards the whole Nation, to avoid 


tireſom Repetitions in the particular De- 
ſcriptions, which are ſhort enough. 
But that 4 the Griſons cou'd not be 
ſo ; becauſe that Republick, both on ac- 
count of its Situation, and the Nature of 
its Government, deſerv'd to be drawn a 
little more to the Life. | 


Þ- 


* 9 — 


— — - — ey 
. — — - — = 
= 
£ 


— — 


— 23” = = 
Z - _z 0 1 iy * = _ 7 84 8 & Q "0 = 7 
— —— - — > oy any en egy emer} Mn QI 4 - - : K 
— — — k n — — —— — 
yeah —ů 1 
- 


To the Reader. 
TI thought my ſelf oblig d to a ſhort 
Narrative of ſome Events which have 
lately bappen'd in the Provinces of which 
I freak, and which in ſome meaſure affe(t 
certain Miniſters ; but have done it very 


Seldom, and only when it appear d neceſ- 


ary to illuſtrate what, without ſuch 
Kauf, 2 ſeem'd bord to | oy 
concerning the way of managemer in 
thefe Repulics: for which I earneſtly en- 
treat the Reader not to chargeme with any 
ether Deſign than that ; nor to do me t 
injuſtice to condemn me as prejudic'd a- 
gainſt any one, or in favour of any o- 
ther Potentate. 
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BBOT of St. Gall, his Diminions; his 
Differences with the Country of Toggen- 


burg. 125 
Abſchied, or Circular Leiter of the Griſons, 1 ſame 
with that of the Switzers. p# 102 
Allies of the Cantons. p. 91 
Alliances of the Griſons. p. 117 
Appenzell, the Canton. Its Communities. 
Its Qualities. we p. 90 
3 * 

Baden. - p. 40 
Baths Sulphureous. p. 40 
Baſil, the Canton. p. 84 
— City, and its, Elogy; — its Climate; 
its Territory; — its Biſhop. p. 85 
— Its Government, — Arſenals,—— Fortificati- 
ons, — and Inhabitants, to p. 88 


Bern, the Canton; hom moderate; tbe City; 
when built; ——its Trade but ſmall ; — i. 
Bailliages ; its Territory; its Intereſt wth Savoy; 
—=ſertility of this Canton; — its Subject d- 
ties; — its Arſenal : from p. 647 to 71 

| | Blenna 


Bienna City, or Biel; it: Government; p. 132 95 
Jurgomaſter; his Continuance, and Authority. p. 34 
Bailliages, or Præfectures. p. 37, &c. 


Capitulation of Milan renewed ; how managed; Mp 
i much it coſt ' p. 55, 56 YJ 
Cuſtoms of the Switzers. p. 24, &C. 43 
Councils for Buſmeſs. | 7.35 4 
Condemnation to Death, or Fines. p. 37 

Coir City. p. 93. Biſhop. p. 119 
Conſtance City. 126 
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Diet Ordinary; — its Intereſt ;, -—— bow Cal- 
| led: — Extraordinary ;, — its Intimation;,— 
w at Solothurn; — Particular —of the Catho- 

lie Cantons at Lucern; — of the Proteſtants, at 
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dit Arau; from 42, to 45 
N Fornication puniſhed. „ 
1 Tranche Comte, when and by what Acts acquir d 
i by the French. p. 20 
* Fry burg Canton, and its Confines; — City and its 
1 . Pruation,, —— Language of the Coumry; 
1 its Bailliages; — nature of the Country. p. 81, 82 
1 City of St. Gall; — its Religion and Situation. 
14 Glaris Canton and Confines. p. 79. 
4p Glaris Village. | p. 79 
1 — hts Bailliage. 2 80 
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The TABLE. 


Geneva City; —— its Situation and Government; 


, Territory. p. 13 
Government Ariſtocratical, where; Demacra. 
tical ; Mi xt. p. 31, 32 


Griſons; - their Country; their Conſine. 
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method of gaining their Heads ;, their General Di. 

et; Half-Diet ;, ———Congreſs of the three Heads ; 

. Perſons of Intereſt; — fond of Mony; 

the People's inclination for Military Servies ; 
—Subtilty; —— Political Inclinations ; wee=as 

«when Milan ander Charles II. when under 
Philip V.—— nder Charles III. Projſes, 
and Faults ;, I Inclinations; — Allie 
Offices Sold, From P. 92. to p. 122 


L 
A Levies of Switzers not Expenſive. _ p- 26 
F Lucern Canton; — its Confines; === Terrizoy 3 
4 — City and its Situation; — Lale; — Gps 
vernment in Religious Matters, Arſenals, its Baile 


liages. p. 71. 10 4 
N 
Matrimony much in uſe, renders the Nation Studjous 
| and Frugal. Eh 2 24 
Miniſters of Princes. -. > mm 
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AN 


ACCOUNT 
SWITZERLAND, 4 


1 WITLERL AND, or the Country 
of the Grand Upper German League, to- 


J gether with that of the Griſons, and 
its other Allies, 1s ſituate betwixt the 
Imperial and French Territories; and bounded 
on the Eaſt by Tyrol, on the Weſt by Burgun- 
dy and the Franche Comte, on the North by 
Alſatis, the Blacl-Foreſt, and part of Suabia; 
joyning to Italy only on the South, that is, \ 
at the Valley of Aoſta, part of the Dutchy of ; 
Savoy, as alſo of the State of Milan, of the © 
Bergamaſco, and the Breſciano | 
he beſt Geographers of Europe agree it to 
be the higheſt Country in all that beautiful 
part of the World, for two principal Rea- 


ſons; the firſt is the exceſſive Cold; which, 
B a few 


2 An Account of 


a few Months of the Year only excepted, con- 
tinually prevails there, to that intenſe Degree, 
as to tranſmute the Ice to the very hardeſt 
fort of Rock-Chryſtal, which the Inhabi- 
tants dig out of theſe Mountains, and thoſe 
bordering on Savoy; and alſo to hinder the 
ripening of the Fruits of the Earth, for even 
in the mildeſt Years, the Wines never reach 
ſuch a Maturity, as to be drunk, without a 
remarkable Prejudice to Health, yaleſs after 
being kept about a Year: an Inconvenience 
which is compenſated by their laſting good, 
beyond Compariſon, longer than any of the 
Italian Wines. And as for their Corn, the 
Seaſons will not admit of Sowing or Reaping 
any other Grain than Wheat and Rye, 
wholly excluſive of ſmaller Grain. 

The ſecond, and that a very evident Rea- 
ſon, is the number of Rivers, which owe 
their Source to theſe Mountains; and from 
their great Heighr alone, receive that ſtrong 
Impulſe, which hurries on their rapid Courſe, 
in a perpetual Deſcent, thro” vaſt and diſtant 
Countries. 

At an inconſiderable Diſtance from each 
other are the Springs of the Adda, Ticino, 
Lint, Aar, Ruſs, Rhone, Inn, and the Rhine: 
beſides the Danabe, which indeed riſes with- 
out the Confines of Switzerland, bur yet not 
many Leagues from Schaſfbuſen; the Ili near 
Ball, and the Adige, whole Source is in 17 

roi, 


SWITZERLAND. 3 
rol, on the Borders of the Griſons Coun- 
try. h | 
"The other /mall Rivers which riſe in, and 
run thro?, theſe Countries, are very numerous, 
no Valley being without its Rivulet, nor 
ſcarce any of the Alps without ſome little 
Lake at its top; ſo that this Country richly 
abounds with Waters, all which are plenti- 
fully ſtor'd with Fiſ n. 

The moſt conſiderable of the Rivers above- 
mention'd, which do truly rite in this Coun- 
try, are the Rhine and the Rhone. | 

The firſt riſes in the Gri/oxs Country, and 
ſerves for a continual North-border to Swit- 
= -<er/and; and ſwallows up all the ſaid Rivers, 
except the Ticino, and the Adds ; the firſt of 
& which paſſing thro' the Lago-Maggiore, and 
che ſecond thro' that of Como in La, they 


both (as is well known) pay their Tribute 


to the Po; not to mention the Danube, and 
the Adige, which I conſider as without the 
Country, of which I am ſpeaking, 
= This large River, the Rhine, runs thro? 
the middle of the great Lake of Conſtance, 


from the Waters of which it clearly diſtin- 


guiſhes itſelf to the Eyes of all thoſe who 
pleaſe to make the Obſervation, at a Time 
= when the Lake itſelf is entirely calm. 

Ss Thea quitting Ba and the Switz Terria 
W ores, it begins to ſeparate A//ace from the 
= Marguiſate of Baden; and watering a great 
8 5 B 2 Num- 


4 An Account of | 
Number of confiderable and famous Cities 
and Forts, proceeds forwards in order to 
make reſtitution to the Father of all Rivers 8 
in Holland. | | 4 
There it receives the moſt delicious Fiſh, 
the Sdl#on; and with that Current which 
ſhould naturally drive it back, carries it to 
Lauffen, a place near Scaffhuſen; and would 
carry it yet much farther, if not there op- 
pos'd by a high Rock, from whence (which 
is affirmꝰd to be one of the moſt extraordinary 
Conteſts of Nature in Europe) it falls, or to 
ſpeak more properly, precipitates itſelf with 
a very loud Noiſe, and ſich Violence, that 


the Water comes to break, and rife like the : 


lighteſt Duſt, and as tho? weary of its Chau- 
nel, ſeems to ſtray out of it, frothing for a 
long Space, as a very evident Mark of the 
Convulſion it has ſuffer d. 

He that will not go out of Swit xerland, 
will be able to ſay little of the ſecond, which 
is the Rhone, it being ſcarce riſen before it 
leaves that Country. For paſſing thro? the 
middle of the Valley, as it is call'd, of the V ale- 
f14ns, then repoſing itfelf in the Lake of Ge- 
aevs, Which is computed to be not much leſs 
than that of Conſt ance, it reaſſumes its Courſe 
to the Sides of the ſaid City of Geneve, and 
taking a large Circuit thro? the middle of 
France, terminates alſo in the Sea. 


To 


SWITZERLAND. ; 


To return from the Rivers ta the. An- 
tain; for ſo we may, in a ſort, ſtyle the 
whale Country of which we treat. It is in 
ſome places Kough and Barren; but, as to 
the greater part of it, Cultivated, very 
Pleaſant, and very proper for the Production 
of all ſorts of Fruits, were it not hinder id by 
the Severity of the Climate, which not withi- 
ſtanding is generary very wholſome. 

Except Wine, Cattle, Butter and Cheeſe, 
and all forts of Mill diets, with which this 
Country abounds, and a moderate. Provi- 
ſion of Corn; it is gblig'd to bavejrop ather 
Nations, whatever elſe is neceſſary for its 
own UG or Trade, being wholly deſtitute of 
Salt, all ſorts of Met als, Drugs, Sag ars, Spices, 
Silk, Woell, and yielding but a ſmall Portion 


1 | of Flax and Hemp, in proportion to the large 
= Quantities of Lianens made there. Tis allo 


obſervable that all the circumjacent States vie 
with each other to fupply it with whatever 
it wants, at a very reaſonable Rate, laying 
on their Commodities the lowelt Cuſtoms 


poſſible; ſo that the Swizers are ſo far from 


the leaſt Sollicitude about providing them- 
ſelves with Neceſlaries, that they have it al- 
ways in their Power, by the numerous Offers 
made them, to chuſe the moſt advagtageous 


Bargains, 


Wa Tho 


= An Account of 
The Cragg) Surface of this Country, and 
the Sterility of part of it, have not prov'd 
any Obſtacles to the Peopling of it with that 
great Number of Inhabitants with which it 
abounds ; and which may be ſaid to be the 
true Foundation of its Safety. For, tho? 
deſtitute of any conſiderable Forts and Fort- 
reſſes ; environ'd with Rivers and Mountains, 
which ſeem inacceſſible ; and within inter- 
ſpers'd with but few Champain Grounds : yet 
being fil'd with a hardy Nation, continually 
habituated to the Exerciſe of Arms, the bear- 
ing of ſcorching Heats, freezing Colds, Ab- 
ſtinence, and the greateſt Fatigues, it pre- 
ſerves theſe natural exterior Fortifications a- 
round it impregnable; and within, is free 
from fearing the Incurſions of numerous fo- 
reign Armies, from which it is ſecur'd by 
its Inability to ſubſiſt them, and by a great 
Number of the Peaſant. Militia always ready 
to drive them out, in caſe they ſhould ever 
ſurmount the-Difficulties of their Entrance. 

' Theſe Peaſant Soldiers, as I have already 
hinted, are continually inſtructed in Military 
| Exerciſes; and, beſides the Pains taken by 
their Chiefs to that end, every Ojficer, in his 
proper place, enures to theſe Exerciſes, march- 
ing from time to time ſeveral Battalions in a 
Body to the Eſplanades of the Cities, Exerei- 
ing them in the Preſence of their Superior 
-ommanders; after which, the uſual Re- 
| a ward 
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ward ends in an Entertainment, from which 


few return Sober to their own Houſes, 


Each Peaſant is oblig'd to provide himſelf 
with a Muſquet, at his own Expence; nor 
is he otherwiſe ſupply*d with the Powder ſpent 
in Exerc ſing ; but every Omiſſion of this 
kind is, like other leſſer Crimes, without Re- 


miſſion, chaſtis'd by a pecuniary Malt. 


On every the leaft Suſpicion of any Danger 
on their Confines, they keep Guards at the 
tops of the Mountains, at a proportionable 
Diſtance from each other, which reciprocally 
advertifing one another by their Beacons, and 
Signals of Smoak by Day, and Fire by Night, 
in a very few Hours alarm the whole Coun- 
try. 
'in this Caſe, every one of the Cantons, and 
of the Allies, knowing exactly its contingent 
Portion, either for Precaution, or Defence, 
rallies its Forces together, and without ſtay. 
ing for any other Orders, diſpatches them to 
the Part pointed out by the Signals to be 
that in danger, arming and providing them 
with Powder, Ball, and Bread for ſome 
Weeks: So that *ris computed, that on 
occaſion, in the ſpace of two Days, the 
Switzers may have, on their Borders, an 
Army of at leaſt Forty Thouſand Men for 
their common Defence. | 

In the Cities there is not one Inhabitant fit 
to bear Arms, Who is not regiſtred, and 
B 4 odbligd 
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oblig d, from time to time, to Militay 
Exerciſes, in which no regard is had to 
Nobility, Character, or Poſts of Honour 
and Authority; but every one takes his place 
as a common Citizen, and receives or diſtri- 
butes Orders, ſolely CNY to his Military 
Rank or Capacity. *Tis alſo very obſerva- 
ble, that as, in order to accuſtom their In- 
fants to the Heats of the Sun, or the Injuries 
of the Seaſons, we ſee them, whilit at the 
breaſt, and yet in the firſt Months of their 
Lives, without any regard, carry'd thro? 
the Streets without Swathings, in the Arms 
of their Nurſes ; ſo likewiſe, when come to 
Years proper tor Learning, in order to fit 
them for Military Service, they are enroll'd 
ina Companies, and Rendeſvouz, at appoint- 
ed Times, on the Eſplanades, arm'd with 
proportionate little Guas, in order to receive 
that Inſtitution, which is valu'd here above 
all other. : | 
Ibis ſtrict Military Diſciplize is the heavi- 
eſt Weight, to which are ſubject the Inhabi- 
tants of all Conditions, being other ways (ex- 
cept only the Tithes) exempt from all kinds 
of Impoſitions on their Productions; the 
Duties to which Merchandizes are liable at 
their Importation into their Cities, being ſuch 
as may be ſaid to be inſenſibly little, and yet 
ſels at the Exportation of the Manufactures 
wrought in their Country. 

Sa oi | And 
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And indeed theſe Governments are very 
little ſollicitous about Revenues, when they 
muſt fall a Load on their Subjects, not bet- 
ter qualify'd by their Genius, than their Po- 
werty, to contribute to them. But in pro- 
portion, the Expences defray'd out of the 

ablick Caſh, are yet leſs than their Revenues ; 
and their Pablick Treaſure being therefore 
manag'd with the Frugality of a moſt exact 
Oeconomy, no wonder if, inthe Courſe of a 
long Peace, it be found ia ſome Cantons to 
amount to many Milliuns of Florins. 

They maintain no Garriſous, nor Gover- 
nors within their Country, the Profits of 
which redound to the Pablick Treaſury ; and 
to this end the Switzers eaſe themſelves of the 
Charge of maintaining Reſident Miniſters 
at foreign Courts, except only that when oc- 
caſion requires, ſome ſhort Expeditions are 
made by Perſons, rather provided with Abi- 
lities ſuitable to the Importance of the Affair, 
than a large Patrimony to ſuſtain their Cha- 
racter by a pompous Figure. | 

Their greateſt Application then turns on 
preſerving to their Nationthe Honour, which 
they pretend to be Antient and Connatural 
to them, . of Excelling in the Military Art, 


© 46 


in which they have always obtain'd the great- 


eſt Applauſe. To this only they are oblig'd 
for their Liberty, acquir'd with ſo much Re- 
ſolution, and maintain'd for about Four = un- 

| | dred 
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dred Years with ſuch incomparable Valour, 
that he that reads the Actions of thoſe firſt 
Times, will either take them for deſperate, 
or doubt the Truth of the Hiſtorians which 
relate them. 

In remoter Times theſe People were com- 
prehended in Gallia Celtics; but allur'd by 
the Excellence of the Climate, and the delici- 
ous Charms of the Fruits of Ia, they re- 
ſolv'd to abandon their own Land, and poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of that; they then ſet fire to 
all their own Habitations, to neceſſitate them- 
ſelves to ſtifle in the Birth all Thoughts of 
returning to their Country, which the Na- 
tural Love of it, or the diſmal Apprehen- 
ſion of Dangers and Fatigues, might ſug- 
veſt to them. 

Few are ignorant, that Julius Ceſar was 
the only Man, which had the Honour of 
bridling, and forcing them into their own 
Nets again. 

In the beginning of the Declenſion of the 
Roman Empire, almoſt all this Country took 
the Name of Burgundy, compoſing part of a 
Kingdom, which afterwards was divided in- 
to the German Switzerland, under the Kings 
of Auſtraſia; Little Burgundy under its own 
Kings; and Great Burgundy under thoſe of the 
Race of Phar amond, that is, of the Kings of 
France, | 


'Tis 
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Tis very well known how, and in what 
manner, theſe Provinces ſometimes ſeparated, 
and at others re- united themſelves, purſuant 
to the Changes and Diviſions which attended 
the Kings of that Branch: Yet the Switzers 
and their Allies were not under the heavy 
Yoak of a wholly abſolute Government, but 
enjoy'd thoſe Privileges, which from time to 
time they had been inveſted with in Re- 
ward of their Military Services. 

Rudolph, the laſt King of Burgundy, want- 
ing Heirs, gave that whole Kingdom to the 


Emperor Conrad II. by which the whole of 


it became united to the Empire, part of it 
being annex'd to one, and part of it to ano- 
ther German Province. 

By ſlow Degrees this Country came to be 
divided into ſeveral Earldoms and Lordſbips ; 


ſome Cities were declar'd Imperial, Free, 


and endow*d with ſeveral Privileges, tho? yet 
left dependent on the Empire: And to the 
Dukes of Zering, deſcended from the Kings 
of Auſtraſia, was given the Hereditary Go- 
vernment of this Country, the above-men- 
tion'd Privileges yet remaining ſecur'd. ' 
At the end of the Twelfth Century, Fre- 
derick Barbaroſſa made a feudatory Donation 
of ſeveral of theſe Provinces, to Albert, 
Count of Hapsbarg, a very ſmall Caſtle, (yer, 
to be ſeen on the top of a Hill in the Canton 
of Bern,) whence the Houſe of As {ria deriv'd 
its Or iginal. | | In 
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In the beginning of the Thirteenth Age, 
the Line of Zerive being extinct, Frederick II. 
avgmented the number of Fiefs and Lord- 
ſhips, as alſo the Privileges of the Cities: 
The Earls of Hapſburg alſo enlarg'd their 
Lordſhips; and the Abbots of St, Gall ex- 
tended their Juriſdiction even over the 
Mountains of Appenzel. 5 
Ihe famous Count Rudolph, Son of the 
fore- mention'd Albert, was by Uri, Schweitæ 
and Glaris, Elected their Governor. By ſe- 
veral Wars which he was engag' d in with 
the Earls of Savoy, the Biſhop of Baſil and o- 
thers, he acquir'd a great Eſteem and Autho- 
rity in all parts of the Country, and after- 
wards aſcending the Imperial Throne, in 
Recompence of the Military Services which 
the Switæers had render'd him, he beſtow*d 
on them very: ample Privileges, even de- 
claring them a free People, only with the Re- 
ſerve of their dependance on the Empire. 
Radolph being dead, Albert his Son, being of 
2 Genius very different from his Father, 
and intending to reader them Hereditary 
Subjects to the Houle of Auſtria, began 
firſt with the Exerciſe of a ſort of Authori- 
ty and Dominion, as their perpetual and he- 
reditary Protector, under which Title he 
had been acknowledg'd by moſt of the No- 
bility. Next he built Caſtles to ſeveral 
places, to bridle in this fierce Nation, — 
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ſent them Governors, back'd with Troops, 
in order to Command there abſolutely in his 
Name. But tis as hard to change the Genius 
of Men, as 'tis to alter the Conſtitution of 
their Bodies, or to reverſe the Order of Na- 
ture. The Switzers have confirm'd the Opi- 
nion of thoſe who believe, that tho” there 
may be an human Force able to bring 
under Subjection a People, which from the 
Quality of their Climate, the Temperature 
of their Humours, and their Natural Incli- 
nations, are led to-a Fondneſs for Liberty, 
yet there never- can be found out a Method 
that will render them tame Sufferers, and 
quiet under abſolute Slavery. As the Palm- © 
tree, tho? never ſo hard preſs'd down, yet 
is naturally very vigorouſly diſpos'd to riſe 
up to its former State, as ſoon as it finds an 
Opportunity, and on every the leaſt Relaxa- 
tion of the Violence which keeps it under. 

Albert's Severity, inſtead of ſubjecting, loſt 
them; not only to his own Houſe, whoſe 
Yoak they entirely threw off, but alſo to the 
Empire, from which they of their own ae- 
cord ſeparated themſelves, as ſoon as, at the 
Coſt of many Trials, they found their 
Strength and Union ſufficient to ſuſtain 
them; and afterwards were, at the Peace of 
Weſtphalia, in 1648. declar'd wholly inde-. 
bendem. 


* .. — * 
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An Account of 
The firſt Incentive to their Reſolution 
ſprang from the Severity of the Governor of 
Uri, who commanded that all Perſons which 
paſs d within ſight of one of his Caps, which 
was ſtuck on a Spear, ſhould uncover, and 
bow to it; which being neglected by Wii | 
liam Tell, who bluntly went by it with his 
Cap'on his Head, in Puniſhmeat of this Ir- | 
reverence, he forc'd him to-throw a Dart at 
à Ball, plac'd on one of his Son's Heads, vow- 
ing the Death of both of chem, if he threw 
the Dart over it, or miſs'd his aim. The 
Father, tho' a dextrous Archer, with a trem- 
bling Hand caſt the Dart, which being gui- 
ded rather by his Innocence than his preſents 
Confuſion, hit the Ball without hurting his 
Son. But being to throw: but once, and hav- 
ing brought two Darts with him, the Gover- 
nour, deſirous to know the reaſon of it from 
his own Mouth, 1 to ſpare his Life 
if he would confeſs the Truth. William Tell 
depending on his Word, confeſs'd the ſecond 
Dart to have been delign'd againſt the Gover- 
-abr's Life, if the firſt ſhould have chanc'd to 
touch that of his Son; upon which the Go- 
 wernor, having oblig'd himſelf to ſpare his 
Life, condemn'd him to a perpetual Impri- 
ſonment in a Caſtle, which he eſcap'd by 
Flight, as they were conducting him to it. 
This Havghty and Inhuman Act gave the 
| finiſhing Stroke to the Reſolutions of the 
j | | | three 


SWITZERLAND. 15 
three Cantons, Uri, Schwytz, and Underwalden, 
who for ſome time before had been diſpos'd 
to ſhake off the Yoak of Slavery. They ac- 
cordingly took Arms, expelPd the Gover- 
nors, and kill'd ſome of them; demoliſh d 
the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, ſet up for an indepen- 
dent Government, and took the Field, in 
order to defend their Liberty with their 
Lives. 2 
The firſt Action happen d in the Month 
of November, in 1315. at the Paſs call'd Mar- 
gheſten, where Leopold, Duke of Auſtria, at- 
tempting with Twenty Thouſand Men to 
enter the Province of Schmytæ, the Number 
of Switzers being no more than Thirteen 
Hundred Men, they yet entirely defeated his 
whole Army with unparallell'd Bravery, 
= with ſuch good Succeſs, that tis impoſſible 
to help believing that the Hand of Heaven 
= was engag'd on their fide. + "208 
Twas then they took the Name of Swit. 
zers, in Honour of the Province of Schmytæ, 
where this glorious Battle happen'd. | 
The other ten follow'd the Example of 
theſe three Cantons, entring into the ſtrict- 
eſt Alliances with them; and the Number 
of Battles may be ſaid to be infinite, which 
this valiant Nation fought with ſeveral 
Princes, and particularly with the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and the Dukes of Barganay, and 
thoſe attended with Victorious, and ſome 
times 
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times Miraculous Succeſs, they always giv- | 
ing Proofs of their Valour, and inimitable Ml 
Conſtancy, even in the Face of the moſt in- ME 
ſupportable Fatigues and Dangers; in all 
which, the Princes their Enemies were fo 
far from gaining a Foot of Ground of the 
Switzers, that whenever they were attack d, 
they always came off with Glory, and the 
Conqueſt of ſome new Country. a $ 
There want not ſome, who believe that 
the Valour of this Nation has for ſometime 
declin'd: But if the Art of War, like all 
others, requires nothing beſides Capacity, 
Diſpoſition, and Education in Youth, in or- i 
der to learn it, and continual Practice to ma- 
er it, tis certain, that the Method of Diſ- MW 
cipline inceſſantly obſerv'd in this Country, 
as is hinted above, together with what ſhall be 
ſaid in its place of the Exerciſe in which their 
Soldiers are kept in thePay of foreign Princes, 
are ſufficieat Ground for us to deduce this as 
a Conſequence morally infallible,that tis im- 
poſſible rhat they can be in the leaſt fallen 
from their martial Virtue, which has ren- 
der'd them ſo renown'd in the remoteſt Ages. 
Civil Wars have ſometimes riſen amongſt i 
the Switzers, or with ſome of thoſe Cities 
now their Allies; but the Fire has always |} 
prov'd inconſiderable and ſhort, by reaſon 
that thoſe who were exempted from it, have 
amerpos'd their ready and vigorous Endea- 
4 | vours 
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vours to compoſe their Differences; being 
ſenſible that all their ſtrength conſiſts in Uni- 
on alone. 

Their Liberty being thus eſtabliſÞ?d by 
the fatigues of long Wars, and a vaſt effuſion 
of Blood, they have form'd themſelves into 


Thirteen Signiories, which they call Cantons; 
the Names of which follow in the Order in 
which their Deputies Sit at their General 
Diets. | | 

They are then Z&rich, Bern, Lucern, Uri, 
Schmytæ, Underwalden, Zug, Glaris, or Gla- 
rona, Baſil, Frybarg, Solothurn, Schaffhaſen, 
and Appenzel, 


them, having accepted, and kept to, the ſore- 


ms  w& ww _ T6 Is. WW 


the World as aPattern of true Religion, and 
good Manners ; therein verifying that Say- 
ing, Sanctius vivitur altra Montes, But it has 
pleas'd God to permit great part of them, 
within theſe two Hundred Years,to be infect- 


+ 


— 


rn 
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are the ſame with thoſe of Calvin, and which 
are tenaciouſly profeſs'd by Agrich, Bern, Ba- 
, Schaffbuſen,, the * part of the Can- 


| 


a Great Republic, compos'd at preſent 'of 


The three firſt Places are given to the 
three ſtrongeſt Cantons ; the other follow. 


meation'd Order, eſtabliſh'd without any + 
other conſideration than the bare Order of 
Time, in which they entred into the Legue. 
Perhaps theſe Nations might have ſervd 


Jed with the Opinions of Zuinglius, Which 
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ton of Glaris, and the half of that of Appen- 


rel. 

Two particular Motives gave the impulſe 
to this ſo great Revolt, by which theſeC anton: 
ſeparated from the Catholic Church; belides 
the Natural Genius of Mankind, which is 
eaſier enclin'dto the blandiſnments of Liber- 
ty, than the ſeverity of Diſcipline. The 
firſt was the Ignorance and Looſeneſs of the 
Eccleſiaſtics of that Time, which encourag'd 
theſe two Hereſiarchs to act theirPart,asLather 
did, under the ſpecious pretext of Reformation; 
and fomented amongſt theſe People a Zeal 
to become followers of the Deceit, ſo cun- 
ningly cover'd over by theſe falſe Apoſtles. 

The other was the Uſurpation of Church- 
Lands, it being certain that, by that, the 
Treaſures of Lurich and Bern, in particular, 
gain'd vaſt Sums: ſo that they have amaſsd 


and keep there many Millions of ready Mo- 


ny; and go on daily to Enrich themſelves. 
This Reformation was immediately fol- 
low'd by ſharp Diſſentions betwixt them and 
the Catholic Cantons; they came to Arms, 
and Heaven viſibly ſhew'd itſelf the Protect- 
or of the right Cauſe, the Proteſtants bein 
defeated in five Battles, and eſpecially thoſe 
of Aurich and Beru; and to this Day are kept 
Trophies of theſe ViRories in the Arſenal of 
Lacern, conſiſting of ſeveral pieces of Braſs 
Canon, Enſigns, Arms; and amongſt _ 
tne 
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the whole Armour of the Falſe Apoſtle 
Luinglius, who was Killd in the heat of 
one of thoſe Engagements. 

Aﬀer this a Peace was concluded, and a 
Fundamental Law eftabli{h'd, that each Can- 
ton might, in their own Dominions, put in 
execution what Laws and Orders they ſhould 
think proper in Matters of Religion; that 
every one ſhould remain in that which he 
then proſeſs d; That both ſides ſhould re- 
nounce their Foreign Alliances, made againſt 
each other during the War, beſides other 
Particularities of leſs Importance, which 
were then regulated. | 

Yet they are not at preſent free from ſome 
Diſſentions on account of Religion, which 
however don't proceed to an open Rupture, 
the firmneſs of the Catholics (to the Glory of 
God, always united in the true Faith) by 
continual Oppoſition, 1 a great Obſta- 
cle to the Progreſs of the Proteſtants, who 
endeavour to ſpread their own on the Ruines 
of the Catholic Religion. 

And tho? ſome are of Opinion, that the 
Neighbouring Example of the former, may 
one Day convince the latter of their Error; 
yet the enjoy ment of the immenſe Income of 
the uſurp'd Lands of ſo many Churches; the 
. with the abhorr'd Auricular Con- 
feſſion; the liberty of Marrying allow'd 
the Clergy, who _ entire Subordina- 

2 tion 
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tion, depend on the Civil Power; the uni- 
verſal Allowance of all forts of Meats, with- 


out any regard to Vigils or Len-; and the 


ſaving the Mony formerly laid out upon 


Maſſes, which are ſince Aboliſh'd ; and up- 
on Funerals, which now coft nothing; not 


ſo much as one Candle being lighted at them 
for Maſſes, or any other Ectleſiaſtical Funct i- 


on: All theſe, I ſay, are ſuch efficacious En- 
gagements, as keep them ſtrongly enamour'd 
of their Errors. Beſides which, good part of 
them either are, or at leaſt ſeem to be, ſo per- 


ſuaded of the truth of their Doctrine, that 
nothing leſs than a very Powerful and ex- 


traordinary Cœleſtial Ray is ſufficient to cure 


their Blindneſs. nf f 

Each Canton makes the Figure of a Repab- 
lick, they being independent of each other ; 
and all together they form one very conſide- 
rable Republic; valu d by all Princes, to that 
degree, that 'tis hard to expreſs with what 
Earneſtneſs Monarchs of the firſt Rank ſtrive 
to have it well affected torhem. '- 

To give one Inſtance only of the Intereſt 
which engages them to do ſo, and the Ad- 
vantages which they may occaſionally draw 
from it, allow me to quit the Thread of this 
Diſcourſe for a Moment. 1 

In the Year 1674, Fraxce deſign'd the ac- 


quiſition of the Franche Comte, but want- 
ing Arguments to juſtifie the Invaſion, by 


Her 
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Her Ambaſſador earneſtly ſollicited the Hel- 
virick Body, by Inſtances which ſeem d the 
moſt preſſing, to become Guarantee for the 
Neutrality. of that Province, that France 
might not be moleſted on that ſide during 
the War at that time on Foot, betwixt her 
and the Crown of Spain. 

Whether the Spaniards did not ſee to the 
bottom of this Negotiation, or {upinely neg- 
lected the proper Methods of perſwading the 
Switzers to concern themſelves in it, *tis cer- 
tain, that France at the ſame time, refuſing 
the very Neutrality which ſhe ſeem'd ſo ea- 
gerly to preſs, found ways under the pre- 
text of prudent Caution, to inſinuate into the 
Switzers, that *twas their Intereſt to keep at 
a diſtance from ſuch an Office, and {5 to 
grant her Deſire, by rejecting her Requeſt : 
' Which Denial France Publiſh'd, and from 
thence deduc'd an Argument of the indi- 
ſpenſable neceſſity ſhe lay under of effecting 
her deſiga'd Invaſion of the Franche Comte, 
and accordingly immediately poſſeſsd her- 
ſelf of it. | 1 

Nor are the moſt Potent and Martial Prin- 
ces leſs ſollicitous to get the Troops of this 
Nation into their Service, allowing them not 
only very high Pay, together with all ho- 
nourable and advantageous Conditions ; but 
beſides obliging themſelves tq disburſe very 
large annual Penſions to the Cantons them- 

en ſelves, 


| 
1 
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ſelves, beſides the Private ones, which they 
give to particular Perſons of the greateſt In- 
fluence and Authority, in order by this moſt 
effectual Method, to ſecure them in their 
Intereſt. g 
From all which, there not only comes a con- 
tinual Gain both to the Publick, and to Private 
Perſons, but the advantage likewiſe of main- 
taining ſo many Citizens and Peaſants con- 
tinually Exercis'd in the Military Art, at the 
expence of other Nations, who, when on any 
occaſion call d Home, having been made ex- 
cellent Soldiers without any Charge, or Diſ- 
advantage to their Country, are capable of 
doing it great Service. | 
Io Lifting themſelves, the Peaſants uſually 
ſtipulate with their Captain for a limited ſpace 
of Time, as Sailors commonly do on Board 


their Ships; and the Captains always pundtu- 


ally keeping to their Contract, at the expi- 
ration of the prefix d Term, does very much 
facilitate the Officers compleating their Le- 
vies. 

The ſame Reaſon more forcibly engages 


Foreign Princes to court them: For the Pea- 
ſants living in a conſtant courſe of Military 
Diſcipline, and after having ſerv'd out their 


contracted time, returning to viſit their Coun- 


try, are fond of Liſting themſelves afreſh, 


which furniſhes thoſe Princes with a greater 
number, and more expert Soldiers, than — 
cou 
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could otherwiſe raiſe. And they are induc'd 
to prefer before all others the Switæ and Gri- 
ſon Troops, for two powerful Reaſons; one 


of which is, that the Regiment is very ſoon 


rais d, and its complement eaſily kept up: 
And the other, which is more conſiderable, 
is, that the Country abounding with Men 
which have ſerv'd in other Armies, in all 
new Levies, there enter great quantities of 
Veterans; ſo that whenever a Regiment is 
rais'd, it may indeed be term'd a nem raisd, 
but cannot juſtly be calPd a nem Regiment, by 
reaſon that the old Soldiers which enter into 
it, mixing with the freſh Men, 'tis evident, 
will in a ſhort time render the whole Body 
expert Soldiers. 

No doubt but ſometimes a new Regi- 
ment of Switzers proves Unſucceſsful, which 
may very well happen whenever Princes, 
either through want of knowledge of the 
Country, or on other accounts, employ Of- 
ficers which Sacrifice their own Honour, and 
the Service of their Maſters, to a niggardl 
Parcimony in levying of Men, and chooſe 
thoſe who come cheap, and afford but little 
Ser vice; but generally ſpeaking, tis as eaſy 
for Ojficers, when they will themſelves, to 
reapthe above-mention'd Advantages io their 
Levies in Switzerland, as tis difficult in other 
Countries; an evident Proof of which, we 
have in France and Holland, which make 
. 24 moſt 
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moſt preſſing Inſtances for new Levies of 
Swit ers, as we ſhall ſhew by and by. 

This Country being very Mountainous, 
and of the Nature above deſcrib'd, cannot 
poſſibly ſubſiſt its People, which are there- 
fore neceſſitated to apply themſelves to Trade 
or Arms. 

Marriage being generally in uſe through 
this whole Nation, the Monaſtical Life, be- 
ing either unknown to, or deteſted by, the 
Proteſtants, {a increaſeth the number of their 
People, that ſeveral who advance to any con- 
ſiderable Age, live to ſee above an hundred 
of their Children, Grand- children, and Great 
Grand- children; one ſingle Family ſprout- 
ing into many before their Death ; becauſe, 
when the Sons upon their Marriage, receive 
from their Fathers a ſort of Portion, in imi- 
ration of that given to Women, they inſtant- 
ly quit their Parents Houſe,and are immedi- 
ately oblig'd to work out their Fortune with 
their own Hands. 

Whatever Profeſſion, whether Military, 
cr Mercantile, the Young Man makes choice 


of, very few of them marry before ha- 


ving breathed ſeveral Years in Foreign 
Air. Thoſe who engage in the former, 
enter themſelves in their Green Years Cadees, 
in ſome of the Companies of their Nation in 
the Service of Foreign Princes: After which, 
their firſt Step of Advancement is that of an 

| Enſign, 
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Enſign, from whence they gradually aſcend 
to the higheſt Military Poſts. 

Thoſe who engage in the Second, quit 
their Country for ſome time, to learn abroad 
the Mercantile Arts: either in the Empire, 
or Italy, or France, or Holland: by which 
means, the Nation is not only richly ſtor'd 
with excellent Officers, and good Soldiers, 
but alſo adorn'd with an incredible Polite- 
neſs ; there being very few, of what Con- 
dition ſoever, who are not able to give an 
account of the Manners and Cuſtoms of 
ſome Foreign Country, and perhaps of the 
Intereſts and Maxims of their Princes. 

The fore-mention'd univerſal uſe of Ma- 
trimony, produces ſuch vaſt numbers of Peo- 
ple, that if they did not go out of their 


Country into the Military Service of other 


Severeigns, *twould be impoſſible for all of 
them to ſubſiſt in it, without extream Miſe- 
ry, or infinite Confuſion. But the Switzers 
are Wiſe enough to ſell their own Neceſſi- 
ties to others, at a dear rate: Whether this 
proceed from the Fame of their Valour, or 
from their Robuſtneſs inur'd to Fatigues, 
or from hat great Court that is made to 
them by Foreigners; there not being a Prince 
who does not endeavour to get Smit ers into 
his Service, if he hath none already; or who, 
having gotten any of them, is not always 
labouring to augment their Number. Al- 
tho? France has at preſent of their Subjects, 

5 i bet w ixt 
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betwixt twenty and thirty Thouſand, and 
Holland about twenty Thouſand ; yet nei- 
ther of theſe Potentates would ceaſe to 
make new Levies, or at leaſt to recruit 
their old Troops, were not this provided 
againſt by the Vigilance of the Government, 
which doth not permit it, unleſs in very 
{mall Numbers; for if that were left free, 
other Potentates who retain Switzers in 
their Pay, wou'd alſo preſs to augment 
their Numbers, and their Country, tho? 
fertile in the production of People, would 
in a ſhort time be emptied, to the utmoſt 


prejudice of their Liberty and flouriſhing 


Eſtate. 

This is a ſtrong argument againſt the Opi- 
nion of thoſe, who perhaps think that the 
charge of the Troops of this Nation, over- 
ballances their Service. It may indeed be 
alledg'd, that the French Meaſures on this 

ee at firſt proceeded from a jea- 
lous fear of truſting all their Force in the 
Hands of thoſe Subjects, who in ſo many 
Civil Wars, have more than once reduc'd 
their Kings to hard Terms, ) are now ow- 


ng <0 Neceſſity; that Kingdom not being 
ab 
A 


any R formerly, to furniſh their 
rmies, nor having any other Sources 
from whence they can be Reinforc'd. But 


it is beyond all doubt, that Holland, to 
bf which 
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which Repablick,ſo many Princes of the En- 

pire ſtrive to out vie each other in theirOffers 

of as many Troops as it can deſire; yet, 

ever ſince it began to entertain Switzers in 

its Pay, has always preſs'd for new Levies, 

and by clandeſtine ones, under pretence of 

Recruits, has augmented their Number 

to the utmoſt of its Power : An evident 

Sign, that if they were more Expenſive 

than others,(whom they need only receive 

when offer'd, without employing Envoys 

or Ambaſſadors to procure them,) Holland 

would no longer retain one Switzer in its 

Service; ſince it cannot be ſuppoſed, with- 

out the higheſt Abſurdity, either that the 

Dutch, loaden with ſo many Expences, are 

fond of capriciouſly ſquandering theirTrea- 

ſures, or that they don't aim at being well 
Serv'd. f | 

The opinion of their Fidelity alone, ren- 

ders them very deſirable; it being certain 

that the Moſt Chriſtian Ring, entruſts his 

| Perſon much rather to them, than to his 

own Subjects; and that arbitrary deſpotic 

l Power, which he has in our Days advanc'd 

higher than any of his Predeceſſors, is by - 

the French Nobility, principally aſcrib'd 

to the great number of Switzers 1n his Ser- 

Vice, 
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Beſides which, this Fidelity of the Swit- 
zers has been tried from time to time, to 
the hazard of their own Lives; it having 
frequently been ſeen, and eſpecially of late, 
whether in the Field, or the Attaque of 
ſome Place, that Switzers have fought a- 
gainſt Swit ers, and reciprocally treated 
their Fellow Citizens as Enemies, when- 
ever they havemet with any of them fight- 


ingunder a contrary Banner to that which 


they Defended. 

To this ſhould be added another Reflect- 
ion on the above-mention*d univerſal pre- 
valence of Matrimony ; and that is, that 
the ſplitting one Family into as many 
Parts as there are Males, who commonly 
all Marry, prevents any Houſe from e- 
ver making any durable eſtabliſhment of 
its own Fortune, which 1s but a ſmall pre- 
judice, in compariſon of the Publick Good 
which comes from it. For all the Young 
People being forc'd by their Induſtry to 
maintain their new Families, and none of 
them being exempt from it, there is no 
danger that they ſhould degenerate into 
lazy Idleneſs, or break out into Luxury 
and Vice, the Laws forbidding under the 
ſevereſt Penalties, the uſgof Whores, Gam- 
ing, Maſques, Plays, . Liveries, 


Rich Cloaths, Gold Stuffs, Silks, Jewels, 
: OP 
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or any ſuperfluous Expence whatever, 
which may divert Youth from their Trade, 


which is always encreaing, or Study, of 


which the Smit ers are not leſs fond: 
nor do they want amongſt them Learned 
Men in all Faculties. AG 


If there be any Reaſon to charge them 


with any Extravagance, *tis owing to the 


irequency of their Entertainments, which 
are not made at a ſmall Expence. 
Whenever any one of them is elected 


one of the Grand Council, or afterwards 


advanc'd to any other Poſt in the Govern- 
ment, he preſents to the Tribe he is of, a 


piece of Plate to the value of Fifty Dollars, 


and to the Perſons which compoſe it, which 
ſometimes on thoſe Occaſions, amount to 


Four Hundred, he gives a publick Repaſt, 
at which they uſually ſtay ſeven or eight 
Hours at the Table, and are very Merry. 


It is true that at theſe Feaſts all forts of 
Wild and Tame Fowl are forbidden : but 


as they ſupply the want of them with 


Hares, Wild-Boars, and other Quadrupeds 
which are not Prohibited, tho? Chargable, 


ſo there muſt be alſo ſo great quantities of 


other Meats and Wines conſumed, that 
this Expence very much leſſens the Satis- 
faction which the Perſons Elected, might 
take in their Promotions. oh _ 

| e 
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The Poſts of my in the Govers- 
ment are not Profitable, if we ſpeak of their 
juſt and allow*d Profits. So that the Per- 
ſons in the Adminiſtration, like others in 
many Repwblicks, having but mean Salaries, 
He who has not either a Fortune of his 
own, or at the ſame time a way of apply- 
ing himſelf to Trade, cannot build his 
Fortuneon his Pen alone, however Learned 
he may be. 


Notwithftanding which, pure Zeal for 


their Country in ſome, the Ambition of 


Ruling in others, and in ſome others the 
ſole Pleaſure of being in the Secret, cauſe 
the Publick to be ſerv'd as well in employ- 
ments of Honour, as thoſe of Fatigue, 
with both the Lives and Fortunes of her 
Citizens, there being no Profitable Poſts 
beſides thoſe of their Bailiffs, or Podeſta's, 
(of which T ſhall ſpeak in a proper Place) 
and thoſe which let them into the Ma- 
nagement of the publick Caſh. 

In all the Cantons, every Perſon what - 


ſoever who comes to be promoted to Char- 


ges of Authority, or the Adminiſtration of 
the Government, takes a Solemn Oath, not 
to accept ſrom any Foreign Princes, any 
Private Penſions, on any Pretence what- 
ſoever; and I muſt own, tho' with Grief, 


_ that this Oath is much more ſtrictly _ 
y 
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by the Proteſtants, than the Catholics. The 
Abuſe is general: but beyond compariſon, 
vaſtly more amongſt the latter than the 
former; which may be aſcrib'd either to 
the utmoſt Rigour with which the Prate- 
ſtants puniſh this Crime whenever *tis de- 
tected, or the more neceffitous Condition 
of the Catholics ; Poverty and want of 
Trade being greater in the more bar. 
ren Countries, and it being certain,that an 
honeſt Mind cannot meet with a more 
formidable trial, than when reduc'd to 
ſtrive with Neceſſity and Miſery. 

The particular Government of the Cax- 
tons, is partly Ariſtocratical, partly Demo- 
cratical, and partly mix'd of both. 
| Of the firſt Kind are Bern, Lacern, Fry- 
burg and Solothurn, in which the Perſons 
who compoſe the Grand Council, term'd 
that of Two Hundred, are choſen by the 
Free Votes of that Council itſelf, and by 
the Body of the beſt Families of the Cities, 
excluſive of thoſe of the reſt of their Ter- 
titories. | 

Of the Second fort are Uri, Schwytz, 
Vnderwalden, Aug, Glaris, and Appenzel, 
in which the Government is entirely Papu- 
lar, and, there not being in theſe Cantons, 
any Cities which retain the Sovereign Pow - 
er in their own Hands, all the —_ 1 
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of their whole Country are Free, and ha ve 
a deliberative Vote in all important Af- 


fairs. 
Of the Mixt Species are, Turich, Baſil, and 


Schaf huſen: For tho' the Country People, 


like thoſe of the firſt four Cantons, are ſub- 
ject to the Cities, yet all the Citizens are 
diſtributed into tWelve or more Tribes (or 
Zumfts, to uſe the German Word in which 
every one of them when he Marries, is ob- 
lig'd to Regiſter himſelf, purſuant to the 
Art or Trade which he follows ; or if he 
has not yet ſet up any, to that which he 
is fit for, or intends. Each of theſe Tribes 
makes its own Head, without any regard 
to Nobility of Birth, or to any thing elſe 
beſides Perſonal Qualities ſolely; he is 
calld the Tumftmeiſter, has a Vote in the 
Senate of Fifty, and conſequently alſo in 
the Council of two Hundred. Beſides this 
Privilege, the Tribe has a right of Electing 
a determinate number of Subjects into the 
Body of the before-mention'd Councils, 
their Election being confirm'd, only as it 


were out of Formality, by the Grand 
Councils, without their ever rejecting a- 
ny of them. 


And no one here making any difficulty 
of aſſuming at times two different Shapes, 
which would be indecent and noon 

tible 
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tible elſewhere; one of them that of 
Ruling in the Magiſtrac), and the o- 
ther that of Trading in their Shops, or 
Inns; none of the Voters in the Coun- 
cils ever Scruple, after having ſpent ſome 
Hours in publick Affairs, to apply to their 
own private Buſineſs : And their general 
Maxim is to abſtain only from things in 
their own Nature, evil, but not from thoſe 
which are Indifferent, and to purſue with- 


out any Reſtraint whatever lawjully con- 


duces to the Advancement of their private 
Fortunes. | | I 54 
This Principle contributes very much 
to the rendring the enjoyment of Liberty 
more full and ſweet: which indeed may 
be truly ſaid to have ſeated Herſelf in 
theſe Provinces, and that ſo much the 
rather, by reaſon that (at leaſt in all ap- 
pearance) the People live here in more 
than ordinary Innocence. | 
_ *Tis not here Cuſtomary, of what Qua- 
lity ſoever \the Perſons be, to have any 
Train of Domeſticks following them'thro? 
the Streets or public Places. Every one 
freely tranſacts his own Affairs: and we 
ſee the Women, whether Widows, Wives, 
or Marriageable Virgins, going thro? the 
Streets to this or that Place, wherever 
their Domeſtick Affairs call them, or 8 
D | the 
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the Walks, when engag' d by their Inno- 
cent Diverſions, Hand in Hand, this with 
her Husband, that with her Brother, or 
Brother-in-law ; this with her ſhe-Friend, 
| that with her intended Spoufe, and ano- 
ther alone, without any of the Scandal 
which frequently attends fuch Freedoms 
| in other Countries, in which the reſtrain- 
=— ing of the like Liberty redoubles the force 
G the temptation to Vice. 
| In all the Cantons, the higheſt Poſt in 
| the Magiftracy is alternately diſcharg'd by 
two Perſons, who, being once elected, con- 
tinue in their Offices during their Lives. 
The Perſon inveſted with this Charge, 
is StyPd the Burgomaſter, or Conſul, in the 
mixt Governments ; in the Ariſtocratic is 
term'd the Schalteiſs in the German, or 
- the Advoyer, in the French Language; 
and in the Democratical, he is call'd the 
Amman: He preſides in all Councils, and 
hath the chief Care of all the moſt impor- 
tant Affairs. 
The term of the actual exerciſe of this 
Function in ſome Places, is ſix Months, in 
others, one whole Year, and in others 
two; ſo that when the time of the Regen- 
cy of one of them ( during which he is egg 
the reigning Burgomaſter ) expires, the other 
enters on it, and ſo they ſucceſſively _ | 
lou 
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low one another ; yet not without the 
previous Suffrage of the Grand Council, 
which does not uſe ever to exclude them 
when they don't by baſe Actions incapa- 
citate themſelves; this Ballotting or Ele- 
ction, being only a Form, and a Bridle, 
to keep them in Order. 

But the Authority of theſe chief Magi- 
ſtrates, or Heads, is not yet ſuch, as to 
exempt them even in the lighteſt Failures, 
from the Puniſhments to which every pri- 


vate Man is liable. If any of them be 


Merchants and cannot keep up their Cre- 
dit, they fall to Decay like all others in 
their Circumſtances ; and if they do any 
thing contrary to the Privileges and Con- 
ſtitutions of any of the Arts, or Trades, 
they are puniſh'd by their reſpective 
Lunft. 


o 


The Councilsw hich prepare and reſolve 


the moſt important Affairs, in the greateſt 
part of the Cantons, are in number two: 
one of them calld the Privy Council, is 


compos'd of twelve, or fifteen, of the chief. - 


 Magiltrates, and has power only to con- 
| ſult on Affairs, and afterwards propoſe 


them to the Grand Council, which gene- 


rally conſiſts of about two Hundred, more 
or leſs, according as the Country is more 


or leſs Populous; and is inveſted with the 


Supreme Power. 
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In Zurich, and ſome other Cantons, 
where the mixt Government obtains, there 
is another Council, call'd the Senate, made 
up of Fifty, into which number enter the 
Privy Council, the Nunft. maiſters, and other 
of the moſt Ancient amongſt them; and in 
this. Councel are debated Criminal Cauſes, 
as alſo Political, and Oiconomical Caſes, 
but yet limited within certain Bounds. 

But in the Democratical Governments, 
in which all their Villages have their Chief 
Magiſtrates and Judges independently, 
and with a Common Right, to diſtribute 
Civil and Criminal 2 2 they have 
but one ſole Council, by them generally 
call'd a Diet, to which ſometimes repair 
all the People of the Canton, when they de- 
liberate concerning conſiderable Affairs of 
State, or its Oiconomy, or when they elect 


their principal Officers; and ſometimes 


there are no more than two Deputies for 
each Community, who Vote according to 
the Inſtructions which they receive from 
their reſpective Communities ; and theſe 
Councils or Diets, are uſually held 
twice or thrice every Year, about a Week 
before the Aſſembling of the General Diet 
of all the Cantons at Baden, of which we 
{hall treat in its proper Place. 3! 
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Every Canton, like the Princes of the 
Empire, may make Alliances with any 
Prince which is not an Enemy to the 
whole Helvetic Boay,or to any of it's Mem- 
bers, provided that theſe Leagues be not 
Secret ; but ſuch as being barely Defen- 
ſive, cannot conſequently prejudice the 
Alliances of the ſaid Helvetic Body with 
other Princes, which are alſo ſolely De- 
fenſive. ee | 
Each Canton has its ſeparate Territory; 
proportionable to the greater or leſſer Ex- 
tent of which,it has under it ſeveral Lands, 
to ſome of which it gives the Title of Ci- 
ties and Præfectures, or Bailiages, to 
which alternatively every three, and 
ſometimes every ſix Years, it ſends one of 
the Body of the Grand Council to Admini- 
ſter Juſtice in Civil and Military Caſes, 
but not without Limitations. LET 
Theſe are the Profitable Poſts, ſome” of 
which are 1 advantageous to 
raiſe a poor Family, by reaſon that theſe 
Commiſſioners who live as frugally as 
private Men, enjoy conſiderable Profits, 
there being firſt of all ſeveral Real Eſtates 
annex d to this Office, which alſo, beſides, 
elaims part of the Tithes, and the pecu- 
niary Mulcts fet on ſeveral Crimes; whence 
it is, that the Briliſf does not inflict Cor- 
| D 3 | poral 
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the Gallies, or a long Impriſonment. 


Woods and Mountains wou'd afford a very 


| Roads are fo ſecure, that Travellers paſs 
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portal Puniſhments, except only for the great: 
eſt Crimes; in which Caſes his Sentence 


muſt come before the Great Councel for its 


The Subjects however are not diſpleas'd witʒl 
this way, which if prejudicial to the Eſtates of 
private Families, yet ſpares their Perſons, 
and is ſufficient to keep up Obedience; 
whilſt they proceed in great Crimes, with 
the utmoſt Rigour, apply ing the Halter or 
Sword of the Executioner to many of thoſe 
Crimes, which would elſewhere merit only 


This Severity, which ſeems extreme, yet 

roduces very good Effects: for in the Cities 
urthers are ſeldom or ever committed; and 

in the Country, where the frequency of 


commodious Shelter for MalefaQtors, the 


through them at all Hours with Mony. with- 
out any Guard, and that without the leaſt 
Miſchief ever happening. 

No Crime eſcapes unpuniſhd: but Bloud 
is made uſe of to waſh out the great Spots; or 
elſe Mony, the ſecond ſort of Bloud, to waſh 
out the leſſer : and all petty Quarrels, which 
end in Blows only, without Wounds, are 
puniſhed with pecuniary Muldts 


Simple | 
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Simple Fornication is not exempt from 
Puniſhment : and it will not be unweleom 
to the Reader's Curioſity, to hint briefly the 
| Cuſtom of ſome Places, where the Perſon 
convicted of this Crime, if he has not Mony 
do pay the Fine he is Condemnꝰ d in, is oblig'd 
co male it good by ſo many Days Work in 
the Public Streets and High-ways, wearing 
a little Bell, hung before his Face, which is 
viſible to all People. | 

Beſides the fore-mention'd Bailiwicks, ſub- 
ject to one or other of the Cantons, there are 
ſeveral others, which are ſubjeQ to two, three, 
four, and from thence to twelve of them, in 
proportion to the leſſer, or greater number 
of the Cantons, which contributed to the ac- 
quiſition of thoſe Countries. 
Theſe Bailiwicks, which are call'd Common 
Bailiwitks, are protmiſcuouſly Govern'd by 
| their Sovereign Cantons, the firſt in Rank of 
which diſpoſes of this Government. To one of 
its Citizens, for the ordinary ſpace of time, 
which is uſually three Years, which being 
expir'd, that Bazliff is ſucceeded by one elect - 
ed by the Second Canton; and ſo on ſuc- 
ceſſively: So that every one of theſe Repab- 
lics, in an exact proportion, exerciſes its Au- 

- * thority over theſe common Provinces. 
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la Caſes of Appeal, or others of Impor- 

tance, which are not left to the determina- 
tion of this Officer, all the Cantons give their 
Votes, either by Letters immediately, if the 
Affair be prefling, or by their Deputies at the 
General Diet, uſually held at leaſt once a Year 
at Baden; where beſides other Political Mat- 
ters, regarding the whole Helvetic Body, are 
treated ſeveral Affairs of the above-wenti- 
on'd Nature; and before it appear, the Pre- 
fects of the Common Bailiwics to account for 
their Adminiſtration, and conſign the Mony 
receiv'd from one Year to another. 

Theſe common Prefectures are, the before- 
menrion'd City of Baden, with its County, 
being wholly r 7 a City of a very 
ſmall Compaſs, but of ſome Beauty; and 
Fam'd not leſs for its Antiquity, than its 
ſulphurcous hot Baths, helpful againſt ſeve- 
ral Diſeaſes: It is alſo the perpetual Place of 
Refidence of the Imperial Ambaſſador. Fram- 
enfela, the Capital of Targow, almoſt whol- 
ly Proteſtant. The Frienempter, a Catho- 
lic County; as is alſo Sargans, Rhyntal, 
or Rhyne Valley, one third Catholic, and the 
reſt Proteſtant; and the four Italian Prefe- 
ctures, Lug ano, Locarno, Mendriſio, and Valma- 
dia, which were given to the Twelve Can- 
tons, in the Year 1513, by Maximilian Sforza, 
Duke of Milan, in retribution of the pow- 


erful Aſhſtance which they afforded him, in 
order 
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order to re-eſtabliſh him in that Dutchy: 
Appenzel, the thirteenth Canton, not parti- 
eipating of this Donation, by reaſon that at 
that time it was not one of them, not being 
then entred into the Confederacy. 

There are alſo in Italy three other Raili- 
. wicks ; they are Bellinzona, Valbruna, and Ri- 
viera, ſubject in Common to the three Can- 
tons of Uri, Schmytæ, and Underwalden, being 
Countries taken by them in War, from 
the Dukes of Milan, and confirm'd under 
their Dominion, in the Year 1516, by the 
Treaty of Alliances, made by King Francis 
the Firſt, with the Swit ers. 1 
Almoſt all theſe mention'd little Cities, an 
ſome others of leſs Note, too tedious to name 
here, are, as is above-ſaid, ſubject to ſeveral 
Cantons in common, but are Govern'd by Tri- 
bunals and Laws of their own ; nor has the 
Præfect in many of them any other Power 
than over the Territory only: And in ſome 
Places which are Free even in the whole ex- 
tent of their Diſtrict, there is only a Steward 
ſent to collect the Tithes and other Reve- 
nues belonging to the Cantons. 2 
Many are the Privileges which theſe Bail. 
liages enjoy, but amongſt them, we muſt not 
forget that always kept up by thoſe of tel, 
as well thoſe ſubjeQ to the Cantons, as thoſe 
under the Griſons; which is, that if the Præ- 
fect or Bailiff, be a Calviniſt, he may not, 
* ' | " | x | | | even 
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even in his own Houſe, exerciſe his Reli- 
gion. 

The Body of the whole Republick is re- 
preſented in the foremention'd General Diet 


of Baden, by the Perſons of the Deputies, 


two of which for every Canton generally 
aſſemble there. The two Deputies of Aurich 
preſide. That Canton, tho it entred but 
the Fifth into the Confederacy, having t hen 
obtain'd the firſt Poſt, becauſe ſtronger than 
the reſt, keeps it to this Day, tho* that of 
Bern, which holds the Second Place by its 
Acquiſitions made on the Dukes of Auſtria, 
and Burgund), far exceeds it in the num» 
der of its Subjects, and the extent of its 
Country, which is above doubleto the other : 
The Proteſt ant Cantons not being willing on 
account of vain Diſputes of Precedency, to 
run the hazard of breaking their Correſpon- 
dence, for fear of opening an entrance to the 
advantage of the Catholicks. 

In the Month of June, about the Feaſt of 


St. John, the ordinary General Diet is held, 


for the ſpace of about four Weeks, for the 
determination of Ozconomical Affairs above- 
mention'd, and the diſpatch of Civil or Cri- 
minal Caufes devolv'd on it. | 
But all theſe give place to Political Affairs, 
if there be any which regard the, Helvetig 
Body, or relate to Foreign Princes, or any 


difference betwixt one Canton and another: 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the Things which are always firſt 
proceeded on. ö 
Thoſe Miniſters who make any Figure 
with the whole Helvetic Body, uſually pre- 
ſent themſelves to this Aſſembly, and ha vin 
by Speeches, and in Writing, imparted 
| their Buſineſs, or at leaſt made their Comple- 
| ment, whilſt the Diet is engag'd on Oicono- 
wical Affairs, which are always deferr*d to 
the laſt, they make their Entertainments in 
the City, treating the Deputies, and diſplay- 
ing their pompous Equipages, in which the 
Imperial and French Ambaſſadors generally. 
ſtrive to outvy each other, with intention, 
by the glittering Splendour of a profuſe Ex- 
pence, to dazle the Eyes of a Nation, in 
which indeed this magnificent Luſtre in 
which theſe Miniſters affect to appear on 
theſe Occaſions, gives no ſmall Credit and 
Advantage to their Character. | 
When the time of the Diet approaches, Tu- 
rich, as the firſt Canton, addreſſes to all the reſt 
her Circular Letters to invite, not to command 
them, to attend it; aſſigns the Day, and 
hints the Affairs to be debated, that each 
3 may ſend its Deputies fully Inſtruct- 
ed. 2 | 
The ſame Meaſures are taken, when in 
the intermediate ſpace of the Year, the in- 
tervention of ſome ſudden and important 


Affairs, require a General Extraordinary 
| Diet, 
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Diet, or a Particular one of the Proteſtant 
Cantons, which on this occaſion, aſſemble 
at Aran, a little City in the Canton of 
Bern, | 

| Farther, if by reaſon of the exigence of 
Political Affairs, it be found neceſſary to call 
a General Extraordinary Diet, tis intimated 
at the above-mention'd ordinary Diet of Sr, 
John's Day, when at the concluſion of it, 
by conſent of all, or the greateſt part of their 
Deputies, they draw up their Abſchieden, 
which are Circular Letters which commu- 
nicate to the Cantons the whole Tranſacti- 
ons of that Diet, and fix the time of aſſem - 
bling the other, and extraordinary one. 

The Catholic Cantons have alſo their parti- 
cular Diet, which is held at Lacern, the 
Canton which amongſt them makes the beſt 
Figure, as Lurich does amongſt the Prote- 

ants. | 

f Beſides theſe, ſometimes particular Diets 
ate Summon'd at Solothurn, the ordinary Re- 
ſidence of the French Ambaſſador, who de- 
ſires them, for the Intereſt of his King; but 
they happen but very rarely, by reaſon that 
the whole Expence of them, beſides the Ob- 
ligation of entertaining the Deputies on theſe 
Occaſions, is charg'd to the King's Treaſury, 
which does not allow theſe large Expences, 
unleſs on ſome very preſſing Occaſion. 


The 
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The inclination of the whole Helvetic 
Body formerly ſeem'd more ſtrongly bent in 
favour of France, than of any other Poten- 
tate. Tis incredible what Quantities of 
Gold that Crown has ſpent in the territories 
of the Switæers and their Allies, not only in 
Penſions, with regard to the Alliance, about 
two hundred Years paſt made with them, 
and ſeveral times after renew'd, as it was 
by the preſent King, in 1663. But alſo yet 
greater Sums in Private Penſions, and on 
account of Military Service, by which ma- 
ny Families of this Nation have made their 

Fortune. 

But this diſpoſition in favour of the French, 
at the end of the laſt Century, daily declinꝰd 
and cooPd to that degree, that there are no 

viſible remains of it any where, but amongſt 
the Catholic Cantons only, and not entirely 
in all of them; in which perhaps twould be 
wholly extinguiff'd, if their own Intereſt 
did not keep it alive. 

The Proteſtants generally rather hate than 
love the French Court; which averſion is 
owing to that King's expulſion of thoſe of 
that Religion, out of his Realm, by violent 
and inflexible Methods, as is very well known: 
fo that theſe Baniſh'd Calviniſts being look d 

on by them as Martyrs, no wonder that their 
Hearts are inflam'd with Rage againſt the 
| Picty 
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Piety of that Monarch, whom they call a Per- 


ſecutor. 


The Reform of the Switzers Troops 
in France, after the Peace of Ryſwicl, 
which reduc'd the Companies of two Hun- 
dred, to bare one Hundred Men, directly 
wounding the Intereſt of this Nation, cou'd 
not but increaſe the Reſentment : to which 
alſo contributed the inclinations of the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, who for the ſpace of ſeve- 
ral Years in his Preferments, has ſhewn a 
greater propenſity to the Catholic, than the 
Proteſtant Officers. 
The Marquis de Paiſieax, the French Am- 


baſſador, who has many Years reſided at Solo- 


thurn, has certainly the Honour of excelling 
all the Miniſters of other Princes, not only 
in the Splendour and Magnificence of his ex- 


traordigary Entertainments, and common 
Treats, in which he is very Expenſive, with- 


out contracting any Debts in that Country, 
but alſo in Ability in Negotiation, frank- 


 keſs in Converſation, and conſummate Ex- 
| * which influences all his Meaſures: 


ut yet all this is not ſufficient to gain the 
Heart of the whole Helvetic Body, eſpecial- 
ly that of the Proteſtants, who retain inde- 
libly engraven in the bottom of their Souls 
the before-mention'd Reſentments, which 


generally prevail on them, to uſe their ut- 


molt 


SWITZERLAND. 4 3 
moſt endeavours to defeat the Negotiations 4 
of that Miniſter. _ WA: | 

From hence it ſhou'd ſeem to follow, 
that theſe Proteſtant Cantons muſt be en- 
tirely in the Intereſts of the Houſe of Aa- 
ſtris, and yet they are never ſo, but when 

it falls in with their own Advantage. 

The remembrance of their ancient Subje- 
Aion to that Sovereign Houſe ; of the Treat- 
ment which they then receiv'd, (as is above 
related; of their former dependance on the 
Empire, no leſs than the Pretences of th 
Emperor, (not yet wholly extinguiſh'd) to 
great part of theſe Countries, he retaining 
the Titles of them ; and the Difficulry with 
which the Count of Trautmanſdorf, his Am. 
baſſador refrains from treating- them in a 

| ſhocking and menacing manner, from time to 
time, inculcating the Words Fief of the En. 

pire: All theſe things effectually keep up in 
the whole Helvetic Body, a Jealouſy ſo very | | 
different from that which reſults from Love, l 
that it is wholly deſtructive to all Amity. 2 

Frequently, when occaſion offer'd, the 
Diet of Baden has anſwer'd this Ambaſſador _ 
in very warm and reſenting Terms; one 
Inſtance of which I deſire leave to relate, as 
beſt deſerving the Reader's Curioley. - 


, 


Nor 


—_— «ea? 


— — ˙Üù? s . 
ö . ͤðãẽ x ˙ er I Ian 
4 * # 
- " 
— 
* 
6 . 
1 : : 
- 
* 1 
9 
- 


48 An Account of 


Not many Years paſt, the Count deſir'd an 
Audience: At his entrance to which, hold- 
ing in his Hand the Authentic Treaty of the 
Hereditary Union, concluded about two 
Ages paſt with the Houſe of 4«{{ria, he 
reproach'd the Diet with failing in the ob- 
ſervance of it, offering to renounce the ſame, 
if diſagreeable to the Helvetic Bod), and 
fixing the term of fifteen Days for the De- 
puties to deliberate, whether or no they were 
deſirous to receive the Treaty back again. 
The next Day he was calPd to the Diet, 
and the Preſident in the Name of the whole 
Diet, after a brief Juſtification of the Obſer- 
vation of the Treaty by the Helvetic Bud), 
retorting the- Accuſation, gave him to un- 
derſtand, that Switzerland had Reaſon to 
complain of the Imperialiſts on that Head, 
and concluded in reſolute Terms, that in- 
ſtead of fifteen Days, (the time prefix d by 


the Ambaſſador) the Diet had in one Day's 


time, confider'd that Affair, and determin'd 
to receive back that Treaty, and farther, aſ- 
ſign'd to the Ambaſſador three Days time to 
conſider, whether he wou'd really reſtore it. 
To which the Ambaſſador anſwer'd, that he 
had not imparted the Affair to the Emperor: 
Nor was he ever heard to trump up that 
Buſineſs again, which perhaps was paſt over 
in Silence by the Court of Vienna, always 
Wiſe in accommodating itſelf to Conjunc- 
nes. # | But 
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But notwithſtanding, it can't be denied 
that the Switzers have great reaſon to culti- 
vate the good Inclinations of this Potentate, 
whoſe Territories for a wide ſpace of Ground 
ſurrounding this Country, *tis clearly againſt 
their Intereſt to Irritate Him. 
The Corn of Schwabia fo plentifully ſup- 
plies the Switzers and their Allies, as to pre- 
vent their envying, on that account, the Fer- 
tility of the richeſt Provinces, they having 
Bread at a very moderate Price. = 
The Salt of Tyrol proves a very conſidera- 
ble and neceſſary Supply to this Nation, which 4 
having none of its own, or but very little, 4 
which is in the Canton of Bern, wou d, with- 
out that of Tyrol, be -reduc'd to the utmoſt | 
Difficulties for-want of it. | AY 
The matter of Trade is very conſiderable, 
eſpecially to the Proteſtant Cantons: which, 
for the moſt part, are ſo Situated, that it 
cou'd ſcarce be carried on, if their Com- 
merce with Germany was cut off. | 
*Tis indeed true, that the extent of the 
French Confines bordering on the Switzers 
is very wide; but not equal to thoſe of the 
Germans, And this Situation is a Reaſon 
why the Switzers cannot juſtly fear either of 
theſe Potentates, unleſs they ſhould joyn a- 
gainſt them: a thing which is, as it were, im- 
poſſible, atleaſt on the ſide of France, which will 
never make any W Efforts, and W 
| ene - 
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the loſs of its Armies, to Conquer a Coun- 
try, the Sovereignty of which can never 
turn to its Advantage, by reaſon of its Na- 
tive Sterility, and utter inability of contri- 
buting even in a moderate degree to the aug- 
mentation of the King's Treaſures; but which 
on the other ſide would require a perpetual 
and exorbitant Expence, in order to Rerp in 
Obedience a People naturally im patient of 
SubjeCtion (as is above ſhewn) to that de- 
gree, that tho? they ſhould be bridled by for- 
tified Towns, and numerous Garriſons, tis 
yet probable, would ahandon a Country, 
which has not ſuſſicient Charms, to allure 2 
Foreign Nation to People it.. 
 Suppoling then, what is indeed a clear and 
undoubted Truth, that France ought never to 
conſent; to the oppreſſion of the Swit ers, the 
rather becauſe, whilſt they are its good Neigh - 
bours, it reaps great Advantages from them, 
being ſupplied thence with Troops for its 
Mony, Horſes for its Cavalry, or whatever elſe 
the Country affords. Theſe Provinces are freed 
from any imaginable Reaſons of Fear, be- 
ing ſituated bet w ixt two great and contend- 
ing Rival Potentates, each of which being 
always ready to defend them from the In- 
vaſions of the other, furniſh all the Argu- 
ments in the World, for their entire Secu- 
rity. 
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As for Salt and Corn, they may indeed, 
in caſe of Neceſſity, have it from France, 
Traly, and Bavaria: But beſides the difficul- 
ty and greater Expence of their Tranſporta- 
tion, which would much enhance the Price 
of theſe neceſſary Commodities, may be ur- 
gel the badneſs of the Bavarian Salt, far in- 
ferior to that of Hol; and that twWou d not 
be eaſy to make good the Damage which 
theſe Countries muſt fuſtain by an interdicti- 
on of their Commerce with the Empire, by 
their Supplies from any other Places. 4 

There are two important Reaſons to ſe- 
cure the Switzers from the fear of ſuch a Pro- 
hibition ; one on their own ſide, and the 
other on that of the Imperialiſts. 555 

The firſt is; that if Schwabia ſupplies them 
with Corn, it receives from them Cattle, But- 
ter and Cheeſe, without which, it would la- 
bour under the moſt pernicious want of them; 
and if Hol furniſhes them with Salt, it has 
from the Griſons (beſides the menrion'd ne- 
ceſſary Proviſions)alſo Wood to dreſs them 5 
the adorable Divine Providence having ſo 
diſpoſed the World that all Countries inter- 
changeably want the Aſſiſtance of one ano- 
ther, and plac'd men in a ſtate of inevitable 
neceſſity to become Sociable for their own © 
Intereſt, and on account of their Wants, even 
tho? they wou'd not be led to it by the In- 
Kin& ot their Nature. | ; 
n KY The 
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The Second is, that the Emperor not be- 
ing abſolute Maſter of more than a ſmall part 
of Schwabia, cannot prevent the ſelling of 
the Produce of that Circle, the only, but a- 
bundantly plentiful. Commodity of which 
being Grain, the Circle wou'd be incapable 
of paying its Contributions, if hindred from 
receiving. Mony for their Corn from the 
Swit ers, no other of their Neighbours want- 
ing it: And as for Salt, the Profit of felling 
it maintains ſo many Councellors of the 
Chamber of Inſprack, and ſo many other Im- 
perial Miniſters, that *tis eaſy. to comprehend 
whether it conſiſts with their Intereſt to re- 
fuſe the Mony of the. Swit ers and Griſons, 
and to leave their Salt-Mines idle and uſeleſs, 
and ſo many of their Servants unprovided of 
their Maintenance; as appear d after the re- 
novation of the Capitulation of Milan, by 


reaſon of which all Commerce with the Ca- 


tholic Cantons was ſuſpended, not withſtand- 
ing which they wanted neither Corn, nor 
Salt. yy . 

On all theſe above-ſuggeſted Conſiderati- 
ons, tho? moſt evident to a Wiſe Republic 
as is that of the Helvetic Body, which is fond 
of Peace to the utmoſt degree of Jealouſic ; 
which finds in it the principal and ſole Foun: 
dation of its Liberty, Security, and Opulen- 
cy; and which, like all other prudent Govern- 
ments, is content with its own, and utterly 
* averſe. 
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averſe to all manner of Riſques in hopes of 
Advantage, aiming only at its own Preſervati- 
on, *twill always be their Intereſt to be well 
with the Emperor, and keep up a good Cor- 
reſpondence likewiſe with France. 

Tis no deſirable thing when theſe two 
Potentates are diſengag'd from the War, and 
are wholly at Peace (a Happineſs, which uſeth 
to rouſe the Minds of Monarchs, and kindle 
the deſire of that Revenge, which at certain 
times they are unable to put in execution) to 
have one of them an Enemy, to be put on 
imploring the Aſſiſtance of the other, which 
When obtain d, wou'd be ſuſpected, and in 
the great Streights of this Country, wou'd 


4 an queal Load to that of the Aggreſ- 
S. | 


Timeo Danaos, vel dona ferentes. 


This is the Opinion of the Switzers of the 
greateſt Penetration, and moſt zealous for 
their Country's good; and accordingly their 
Meaſures 1525 with this Maxim; for tho? 
on all Occaſions the Helvetic Body has with 
an admirable Frankneſs, which might ſerve 
as an Example to other States, if all were 
equally ſituated, always maintain'd its Ho- 
nour, yet it has never been wanting in the 
uſe of all its Addreſs, nor neglected its moſt 
earneſt Endeavours, to keep itſelf well with 
both theſe Potentates. 5 


S's: 
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The ſtrongeſt inclination of the Proteſtant 


Switzers is towards the. two Maritime Pow- 
ers of England and Holland; which Propenſity 


riſes from the uniformity of their Doctrines 
and Errors in Religion, and has been very 
much encreaſed, in the courſe of the preſent 
War, on account of the Military Service; it 
being computed that, at this Day, there 
are above ſixteen Thouſand of this Nation 
in the Service of Holland, which muſt draw 


' thence conſiderable Sums. 


— 1 


- - ?Tis incredible what Confidence they re- 


poſe in the aſſiſtance of the two mention'd 
Potentates ; with how much pleaſure they 
hear che progreſs of the Emolilh and Dutch 
Arms, and how cordially they ſee and hear 
their Miniſters. | | 2 
On the contrary, the Catholick Cantons 


are rather enclin'd to favour France, not on- 


ly by reaſon of the nearer Neighbourhood of 


her Confines ; but eſpecially on account of 


the Advantages they enjoy by her Military 
Service, and the help which at leaſt they 
may ſecretly hope for in caſe of a Civil War 
on account of Religion. 

I fay ſecretly, becauſe France being in Al- 
lance with the whole united Helvetic Body, 
(as above hinted) and by expreſs Articles 
oblig d not to intermeddle in the Diſputes be- 
tWirt the Cantons, unleſs as Mediatrix to pro- 


mote 
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mote Peate, in caſe of a Civil War, could 


not openly affiſt one Side, without manifeſt- 


ly imuring the other. | 

But this propenſity of the Catholics to 
France is not ſo vehement as that of the 
Proteſtants towatds the two Maritime Pow- 
Ers. E. 3 1 3 f 
Tis indeed true, that whilſt the State of 
Milan was under King Philip the Fifth, the 
Catholic Cantons were, by the Inſtances of 
his Ambaſſador Beretti, induc'd to the re- 


newal of theMz/aneſe Capitulation,which was 
expir'd, the time of its duration being fix d 


to the death of K. Charles the Second; and 
it cannot be denied that this Renovation was 
contrary to the deſign of the Neutrality, ſti- 
pulated by the Catholit Cautons in Conjuncti- 


on With the whole Helveric Body, which was, 


not to acknowledge either of the Princes 
which pretended to that Crown, and clearly 
excluded any manner of Concern, whether 


Offenſive, or Defenſive, and any recognition 


of Dominion over the States in diſpute. 

Nevertheleſs, by this it appears confirm'd, 
that the Catholic Switæeraſhe w themſelves in- 
clin'd to France for their own Intereſt. The 
Treaſury of Milanwas indebted to the large 
Sums on account of Penſions not paid, and 
the Arrears of a Regiment, which had long 
ſerv'd in the Milaneſs: France disburs d large 
Sums to this end, and King Philip's Ambal- 
We * _ Bug e 
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ſador made more uſe: of Gold than Argu- 
ments ; and the Auſtrian Miniſters, who be- 
gan not to oppoſe it, till the whole was al- 
ready concerted, were not provided with 
| any thing beſides Words and Menaces. 

| The renovation of this Capitulation coſt 
| 


, France effectually above one hundred thou- | 
* Sand Lois d Ors, and as the Profit is un- 
certain which hath redounded to it from 
hence, unleſs it be placed perchance in the 
pleaſure of giving ſome luſtre to the fore- 
mention d Ambaffador Beretti; ſo on the other 
ſide, the advantage which ſo much Gold 
brought to theſe Cantons, is clear and evident, 
4 the Want of it appearing more viſibly a- 
| mongſt them than the other Cantons, by 
reaſon that their Country is much more bar- 

ren and void of Trade. br £74; 
Upon. other Occaſions, the Catholic Can- 
tons don't Govern themſelves without due 
regard to the Emperor; nor do they ſuffer 
themſelves to be blindly guided by the Mini- 
ſtters gf other Potent ates, but know very well 
+ how to diſtinguiſh, on all Occaſions, what 
conduceth moſt to their own Intereſt. 
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of L-HE 


CANTONS 


In Particalir. 


Of the Canton of ZURICH. 


HIS Canton is bounded on the Eaſt 
by Targow, and the Territories of the _ 
| Abbot of St. Gall; on the Weſt, by the Can-® * o 
ton of Te; an the. N orth, by the Rhine, © 
and the Canton of Schaffhau ofen; and on the 

South, by the Cantons of Schwytz, and Glaris. 

Aurich enter'd into the number of the Can: 
tons in the Lear 1351. Its Extent is not half ſo 

large as that of Bern; but tis proportiona- 

bly better Peopled: Not that its Land is 

better, but from the mildneſs of its Govern - 

ment; the Bazliffs being more reſtrain'd of 

i this Republic, the Clandeſtine Levies of Fo- 
reign States more rigorouſly forbidden; pub- 


he 


lic Levies mare rarely allow d, and the Coun- 
try· man meeting with a better Lively hood, 
either by Manufaktur, or Trade. ——— 
Perhaps no Country in all Switzerland is 
Richer, nor has in it a more populous City; 
which, as well as its T iy is daily in- 
creaſing in Inhabitants, and new Buildings. 
0 Hiſtorians differ about the preciſe time ↄf 
= the Foundation of this Ciry ; ſome wi 
derive its Original as high as the Patriarch 
Abraham, Sixteen Years after the Founda- 
tion of Triers. But tis certain that its firſt 
deſtruction was from its own Inhabitants in 
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dle of the City, to which tis very advanta- 

geaus, by being uſeful to the Mills, and ſe- 

veral kinds of Manufactures; beſides which, 

being Navigable ſor large Barks, and diſ- 
charging itſelf into the R¹πie; not many 
Leagues diſtant from the City, if the vb. 
ſtruction of the War were remov d, twould 

not be difficult to run eaſily down from this 

E River even to-Holland. "7:9 
No City in Switzerland is better Tous 
3 e 


F 


ed with Large and molt expenſive-Moderg - 
Fortifications ; this Canton endeavouring, * JF 
without any regard to the largeneſs of 5 
Expence, to employ the utmoſt force of 

Art to ſupply the defects of Nature, which, if 
She has by Water afforded them a conveni- , 

| ent relief, has dealt much more unkindly | 
by them by Land; the City itſelf be- 
ing commanded by many Hills,” to that de- 
gree, that, with all its Fortifications, 'twould 
be a very difficult Task to defend it; nor could 
it hold out long againſt a vigorous Attack. 

Tiis impoſſible ſufficiently to praiſe the 
provident Care of this Government, Which 
foreſeeing what may happen, has provided 
it with all manner of Neceſſaries. 5 
Beſides the Arſenals, fill'd with a nume- 
rous Train of Artillery of all kinds, and like- 
wiſe great quantities of Arms, and Ammuni- 
tion of War; there are alſo ſeveral great Store- FJ 


Houſes of Salt, and Granaries of Corn, in or- 
der to be always furniſh'd with a ſufficient - 
Reſerve to ſupply the Occaſions, not only 
of the City, but the whole Territory, in caſe 
of a barren crop of Corn, or any Accident 
obſtructing the bringing of Salt from the 
Auſtrian Territories. IEEE | 
There are very few Families which are : 
not intereſted in ſome ſort of Trade, or | 
Manufacture, and the principal Houſes ow- 
ing their Fortune to that, thoſe who are 
plae d in the firſt Stations, follow the com- 
* meg 
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© are yer ford ro employ the Subjects of 


mon ufage, making no ſeruple of continu- 
ing it. 
"The greateſt, and moſt particular Manu- 
- faQure of Aurich, is that of Crapes, which 
are there made in ſuch great Quantities, and 
in ſuch Perfection, that they are fent from 
thence all over Europe, and beyond the 
Liner . | 
They alſo make Serges, Frizes, and other 
'Wollen Cloaths, beſides their Silken Manu- 
factures of Taffata's, Silk-Crapes, Sarcenets, 
Gold and Silver Galloon, Muſlins, Stockings, 
Hats, &c. And tho? this Commerce is cur- 
rent only to Germany, yet conſider'd as the 
Trade of a ſingle Canton, tis abundantly 
. ſufficient to Enrich it. I need ſay no more 
en this Topic, than to inform the Reader, that 
the Zyrichtans, tho? their City and Diſtricts, 
are large and populous (as is already hinted) 


Neighbouring Countries in theſe Manufa- 
Qures. Th 

The Conſtitution of the Government, and 
the Religion of Aurich, has been ſufficiently 
defcrib'd in the General Account of the Can- 
cons. 7 

But this Canton has yet a more particu- 
lar Intereſt than any of the reſt, to keep up 
a good Correſpondenbe with the Imperial 
Territories, which indeed it regards to its 
ptmoſt ; not only on account of its main * 

| tere 
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tereſt in the fore mention d Trade, but by 
reaſon of the urgent neceſſity, which it conti- 
nually lies under, of being plentifully ſtor'd 
with Corn and Salt: For, as for Corn, tho? 
its own Country produces little leſs tian it 
conſumes, yet, beſides the Scarcity which 
would attend a barren Year, it turns to a 
good account to the Canton, to keep within 


itſelf the Market of the Schwabian Corn, 


which brings in a conſiderable Profit, by the 
numerous concourſe of the Inhabitants of. 
Schwytz, Glaris, and Zyg, which frequent it 
every Week to provide themſelves. 

But when any Jealouſies ariſe, which af- 
fect either their Sovereignty, or Religion, 
without any regard to that Intereſt, they en- 
ter even upon the moſt vigorous Reſolu- 
tions; a modern and clear Inftance of which 
we have in the Affair of Tockenbarg, of which 
I ſhall ſpeak in its Place. * 

On account of its Commerce, this Canton 


ſhould oblige itſelf to keep up a good Cor- 


reſpondence with the moſt Serene Republic 
of Venice, and the Dutchy of Milan; it recei- 
ving from them great quantities of Raw-Silk, 
which is Manufactur'd in it, for Germany; 
and without which, great part of its Work- 
men would want Employment, beſides the. 
regard it ought to have to ſeveral of its 
Families, which have their ſettled Dwel- 
ling, and Trade, in both thoſe States. We 


' — 
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But yet thoſe of Turich do not proceed iti 
all Caſes, with that full career in their Fa- 
vour, as appearances ſeem to perſwade them 


to do; becauſe, tho they know they want 


the Italian Silk, on the other Tide, they are 
not ignorant of the neceſſity which Il lies 
under of Exporting it, and that the great 


conſumption of it in France, (as is well 


known) is in a great meaſure leflewd, ever 
ſince the expulſion of the Proteſtants, with 
which the Manufactures, in proportion, de- 
cay'd in that Country, TIVES: 
When the Venetian Miniſter touch'd on 
this Head; as one of the moſt efficacious Mo- 
tives to engage the concluſion of an Alliance, 
the Canton of Turich gave him the above- 
mention'd Anfwer ; and that which, as well 
at Aurich, as at Bern, contributed the moſt 
to the gaining a plurality of Voices in favour 
of his Negotiation, was the hopes of a ſpee- 


8 dy Levy, whicli he dextrouſſy causd to be 


diſpers d under · hand, without ever having 
any ſuch Deſign; this expectation engaging 
a great many of the Youth, fond of Employ, 


occaſionꝰd the prevailing of that Party,which 


out of eſteem for the moſt Serene Republic, 
by inclination, and their regard alſo to the 
above- mention d Commerce, were well-af- 


fled to the Treaty, and without this Arti- 


fice, that Motive had been too weak to an- 
ſwer the Oppoſitions of thoſe, who * | 
| the 
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the Dangers of the moſt Serene Republic, a- 
mongſt the flames of the Wat in Italy, and 


painted them in ſuch terrible Colours to a 


Country long us d ro Peace, that more than 
once the hopes of concluding that League 
were wholly loſt. 3 

I think it ſuperfluous, and perhaps tedi- 
ous, to deſcend to giving an account of the 
Cities, in Which nothing worthy exttaordi- 
nary Notice offers, either with regard to 


the Manners of the Inhabitants, or Religion, 


of which enough has been faid in the Gege- 
ren RT 

The number of Bai/iwicks.' in the diſpofat 
of the Government of Aurich, for the ene. 
fit of the Members of the Grand Councih is 
computed to be Twenty Four; but as thir-' 
teen of them are very ſmall Villages, at # 
ſhort diſtance from the City, and o incog- 
ſiderable, that their Bailiff generally does not 


reſide there, but at his own Houſe at rich,; 


ſo of the remaining Eleven, Nine only may, 


riſdiction, their Dignity, or the Profits ac- 


cruing to the Officer, oblige him to Reſi- 


dence: whilſt the other two, tho little, nor 
deſpicable Cities, Stein, and Winterthar, Go- 
verning themſelves by their own, Laws, 
and Magiſtrates, having no other dependance. 


on the Canton, but on account of its Sove- 
reign Dominion, and an Obligation to ſerve 
1 | 8 


Nj 


* 
8 , 


'64 An Account of 


— 


it in time of War with their 2 contingent 
: roy of Troops; there reſides in them on- 
. Iy a, Steward, to collect the publick Reve- 


- > 1 ; 
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| nues, who, exatts a ſort of Eſteem and Re- 
i ſpect, but not any Obedience. 0 
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ab! Of the Canton of B ERN. 


— 


YHE Berno, who are thought, ac- 
I © cording to Calculation, to poſſeſs near 
about a third part of the Country of the 
Switzers, form d the Second Canton, in the 
Year 1352, in which they alone entred in- 

to the Alliance with the Swirzers, and with 
a-Moderation not leſs worthy. of Praiſe, than 
Admiration, never yet conteſted the prio- 
rity of Place with Zgrich, nor ever yet pre- 
tended that the Vote of their Deputies at 
the Diet of Baden, was in the leaſt of more 
weight, than that of the Deputies of any one 

of the {mall Cantons. 
The extent of their Country may be ea- 
ſily comprehended by the Places on which it 
Borders: It touches, on the Eaſt, on the 
County of Baden, and the Cantons of Lacern, 
Dri, and Underwalden, extends on the Weſt 
to the Earldom of Neufchatel, and Burgundy, 
as it were encircling within itſelf the whole 
DN & Canton 
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Canton of Fryburg, and on the North, bor- 


conn on the Canton of Solothurn, for a 
long fpace joins to the Auſtrian Territories, 
ſtretches, on the South, to the Country of 
2 Valeſians, and almoſt to the Confines of 

avoy. | 
Its Capital City has its Name of Bern, 
in memory of a Bear Killd in Hunting, by 
Berthold, the laſt of the Dukes of Tering. 
who in the Twelfth Century, built and 
Wall'd it; *tis ſituate on a Peninſula  form'd 
by the River Aar, not having the leaſt Mo- 
dern Fortification, but is flank*d only by 
ancient Towers, and environ'd by Walls 
for the moſt part without Trenches. The 
River which Waters it proceeds forwards, 
and diſcharges itſelf into the Rhine, and 
yields to the City the ſame Advantages 
which the Limmat does to Znrich. 

The difference betwixt theſe two Cities, 
with regard to the number of their Inhabi- 
tants, is very ſmall: but if Bern is equal, or 
very little inferior in this Particular, ro Zg- 


rich, the latter is much ſuperior to the other 


in Trade, the Chief Perſons of the. former 
ſeeming to look, and live above it ; fo that. 
there are very few who apply themſelves to 
Commerce : and indeed their Humour might 
be blamed as ſomewhat too nice, if the ſitu- 
ation of their * upon many dear- 


x 
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bought Trials, had not manifeſtly appear*d 


inconfiſtent with any coffiderable Traffick. 


Bern then wants this great foundation of 


Riches, which makes Zurich Flouriſh ſo 
much; but the Bernois find their loſs occa- 
fion'd by their want of Trade, of which 
they are depriv'd, repair'd by the extent of 
their Dominion. Bern 
Seventy two Bailliages, almoſt all of them 
very conſiderable, and very profitable, af- 
ford a plentiful and genteel Subſiſtence to the 
Families of the Council of Bern; one of them 
being ſufficient for the Bailiff to live on Gen- 
teelly, withopt touching a Farthing of his 


own Eſtate, beſides allowing him to lay up 


forty, or ſometimes fifry Thouſand Crowns, 

according as the Place is. wt 
The Canton of Bern diſtinguiſhes itſelf in- 

to the German ſide, and the Roman, or that 


ol the Pais de Vaud: the firſt of thefe, which 


lies Eaſt and North, is that which uſes the 
univerſal maternal Language of the Switzers, 
which is the German, and very much reſem- 


bles the Country of Zprich, and other Can- 
tons; the ſecond, which points South and » 


Weſt, ſpeaks the French Tongue, but for the 
moſt part very corruptly, and intermix'd 
with the Saum Dialect; and is more like the 


Italian Countries, as well in the number of 


its Cities, and the large Fields which it con- 
tains, as the kindneſs of the Soil, 3 


* 
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but a little Culture, and the greater mildneſs 
of the Climate, eſpecially in that Part which 
is Water'd by the Lake of Geneva. 


In my general Diſcourſe of the Cantons, 
I have hinted, that they have always in 


their Wars gain'd on their Enemies, which 


is alſo verified in the beſt part of the Coun- 
try of Vaud, which the Bernois gain'd, by 
Conqueſt, from the Earls of Savoy. 

This Houſe being at preſent aggrandiz'd by 
the acquiſition of higher Titles, and the aug- 
mentation of its Territories, the Bernois wou'd 
be very Jealous of it, if its Princes were 
not continually engag'd in other Wars with 
more potent Enemies on their Frontiers, and 
if the near Neighbourhood of France did 
not require the nearer concern of this Can- 


ton; it being very natural to forget a ſmall 
Danger at the appearance of a more impor- 


tant one. 4 

We cannot ſufficiently deſeribe the cauti- 
ous Meaſures obſerv'd towards this Canton, 
by Frence, even during the higheſt pitch of 
her paſt Felicity : and whoever will reflect 
on the great diſparity of Rank and Force, 
which is betwixt that Crown, and the Can- 
ton of Berz, cannot give this Temper any 
other Name; conſidering the haughty Stile, 
in which Great Princes generally ſpeak to 


inferior Sovereigns. Nevertheleſs, her great 
EY Superi- 
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Superiority, and the other Motives, hinted 
in the general Diſcourſe about the Proteſtant 
Cantons, renders the Bernois not only Jealous, 
but naturally cool towards France. 

I cannot paſs over in Silence, nor at this 
time help being Surpriz d, that the Bernais, 
under all theſe well grounded Jealouſies, 
don't make uſe of at leaſt a milder Conduct 


in the mentionꝰd Pais de Vaud, which is very 


much deſir'd by all the Subject Nobleſse of 
thoſe Parts; from whom the Bailiſ, beſides 
obliging them to call him his Fxcellency, ex- 
acts alſo the Title of Monſeigneur or my 
Lord; a Cuſtom which has for ſome time 
been introduc'd all over the whole Domini- 
ons of Bern, tho' to the great diſguſt of the 
Subject Gentry, whoſe number is not ſmall. 

Theſe Gentry are, at leaſt in appearance, 
very Loyal to their Sovereign State, either 
for fear of its Power, or that of its Allies, or 
becauſe they well know, that the Fortune of 
the Nobleſse, Subject to abſolute Sovereigns, 
is not much to be Envied.- R 

The large Extent and Fertility of this 
Canton, are ſufficient to make us believe, 
that it abounds with every thing, or may 
eaſily be provided with whatever it may 
perhaps want, from ſome or other of the ſe- 
veral Countries which border on it. 


It 
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It has ſome ſmall Salt- works, and abounds 
with all ſorts of Cattle, particularly Horſes, 
by the Sale of which, eſpecially fince the 
ſtrict prohibition of that Trade in the Em- 


pire, they have drawn great Sums from 


France, they being proper for their Dra- 
goons and light Cavalry; alſo of very good 


Wine it produces ſuch Plenty, that 'tis able 


to ſupply the Wants of other Countries. 

Much might be ſaid of the Subject Cities, 
which are neither few, nor inconſiderable, 
as Laaſanne, Morges, Tverdun, Avanches, 
Bruck, Arau, and others; but not pretend- 
ing to enter into the particular deſcription 
of the Sovereign Cities, much leſs ought I to 
run into tedious Narrations concerning the 
Sabordinate, which I cannot think can be 
grateful to the Reader. 


But yet, I cannot diſpence with return- 


ing a Moment to the City of Bern, to, do 
Juſtice to the Gentlemen there, whoſe Man- 
ners, tho? not different from what I have 
already hinted, yet are extremely Civil to 
Strangers, and eſpecially to the Miniſters 
of Princes. 6; 
For ſeveral Years paſt have reſided here 


the Envoys of England, and Brandenburg,” 


who make a Figure only amongſt the Pro- 
teſtant Cantom. 


3 With 
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With regard to other things, the City, 
tho? it does not abound in Trade, yet wants 
not plenty of whatever can be uſeful in 
Food and Rayment; nor does it want ver 
good Artificers of all kinds, with whic 
France, by the fore-mention'd expulſion of 
the Calviniſts, has ſtock d, not only this, but 
other Cities of Switzerland. | 

The Arſenals are plentifully ſtor'd with 
Artillery, and all forts of Ammunition ſuit- 
able to the richneſs of the Canton. 

The Bernois being naturally more enclin'd 
to the profeſſion of Arms, than any other, 
is the reaſon, that in this Canton we always 
find abundance of Officers and Soldiers, 
which have ſerv'd in the Wars; but as this 
Country is not ſo crowded with Inhabitants, 
as that of Aurich, ſo the Sovereigns are not 
eaſily prevaiPd on to grant Levies to Fo- 
reign Princes, which are always deſired, hut 
they only tolerate the raiſing ſome Recruits, 
which is done, as it were, by ſtealth, by the 
Officers of their Nation,which ſerve Abroad; 
and this is all that can be obtain'd of this 
Canton, by the Force of private Sollicitation. 
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Of the Canton of LUCE RN. 


T HE Third in order of the whole Switz 


Body, but the firſt of the Catholic Can- 


tons, is that of Lacern, which entred into 


the League with the other, in the Year, 
1332. : | 
On the North, South, and Weſt, tis ſur- 


rounded entirely by the Canton of Bern, 


excepting only that on the South it tou- 
ches, for a ſmall ſpace, on that of Underwalden, 


and on the Eaſt it is bounded by the Canton 


of Augg · 
Its Territory, tho” leſs than that of Lu- 


rich, is not one of the moſt ſterile; But it 


receives from the Canton of Bern a great 


part of the Neceſſaries requiſite to the feeding 


of its Inhabitants: Wanting almoſt entirely 


Wine, and having hardly Corn enough to 


ſupply its Neceſſities, moſt of its Mountains 
being converted to the Paſture of Cattle, 
with which it abounds. 5 
The City from which this Canton takes 
its Name, in its Situation, exactly agrees 


with that of Turich, except only that the 


Mountains which ſurround it are nearer, and 
higher; It is divided into two Parts by a 


F 4 very 
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very broad River, call'd the Raſs, which 
diſcharges itſelf into the K hine, and iſſues 
out of the Lake, here call'd the Lake of La- 
cern, this City being ſituate at the Mouth of 
this River. 

Not only the River, but the Lake, brings 
great Advantages to the City; the latter,call'd 
the Lake of the four Cantons, opens a perpetual 
Commerce betwixt this City and the Can- 
tons of Uri, Schuytæ, and Underwalden, which 
are alſo Water'd by it. But yet the Trade 
of Lacern is very uncertain, and inconſide- 
rable ; for except the working of the Silk 
bought in the State of Milan, and the La- 
bour of the Artificers neceſſarily employ'd 
by the Inhabitants, there are no Manufa- 
tures to contribute to the flouriſhing of this 
Country,almoſt all the People of which work 
for the Merchants of Z rich; but the great 
continual Conveyance of Mercantile Goods 
from Jah to Germany and France, and back 
again in the ſame Road through this City, 
proves na ſmall Advantage not only to the 
City, but the whole Canton. 

This City is the ordinary Reſidence of the 
Apoſtclical Nuncio, who is qualify'd with the 
power of Legate 4 Latere, and of the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador. The former, by reaſon of his 
Religion, aſſumes his Character only amongſt 
the Cath. Canton,, and the latter, tho — 
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He addreſt himſelf to all, is acknowledg'd 
by none but the Catholic Cantons, which are 
engag d in the Capitulation of Milan; by rea- 
ſon that the reſt of the Cantons (as isabove 
hinted) will not acknowledge either the 
one or the other of the Rival Princes, who 
contend for the Crown of Spain. | al 
The Deportment of the Gentry of Lacern 
is Civil, Affable, and Diſcreet, like that of 
thoſe of all the other Cantons; and their Piety 
appears in the neatneſs. and Magnificence of 
their Sacred Edifices, as their Politeneſs is 
conſpicuous in the Beauty of their Hou- 
ſes. 
Very particular are alſo the cautious and 
prudent Meaſures which direct the manage- 
ment of their Political Affairs, eſpecially 
with regard to Religion, and all Diſputes 


with the Proteſtants reſulting from thence ; : 


it being a certain Truth, that on thoſe Oc- 
caſions, with an admirable Conftancy, they 
maintain their Intereſt to the laſt degree, 
never miſſing of the moſt ſubtile and dex- 
trous Addreſs, to avoid all danger of a Rup- 
ture: ſo that the Prudence of the Government 
of Lacern, may be ſaid to be the Cynofare, or 
conducting Star of all the other Catholic 
Cantons, Who generally fall in with the Max- 
ims and Reſolutions of their firſt Canton. 


Having 
| 
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Having ſaid enough of the inclination of 
this Canton, when we treated of all the C4. 


#holic Cantons, nothing remains but to ſay in 
ſhort, of their Arſenals, that they, like all the 
reſt, are well ſtor d with Artillery, Arms, and 
Ammunition; and of their Bailliages, that 


they are in number Fifteen; the Incomes of 


which are but mean, one ſmall City except- 
ed, which tho? it acknowledges the Govern- 
ment of Lacers for its Sovereign, is yet 


Rul'd by its own Magiſtracy, Judges, and 


Laws. 


| Of the Canton of U RI. 


FH O' the Canton of Uri may be ſaid 
to have been the firſt Author of the Li- 
berty of the Smit ers, becauſe in it A.D.1307. 
was concerted the firſt League with the o- 
ther two, Schnytz,and Underwalden; it is yet 
on all Occaſions, content to yield the Prece- 
dence to the three Cantons already deſcrib'd, 
becauſe ſtronger, and to take the Fourth 
Place in the General Diet. 

This Canton contains the Country which 
extends from the Mountain of St. Gothard, 
to the above-mention'd Lake of the four Can- 
tens, and is a large Valley, thro? the _—_— 
4 | q 
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of which, runs the River Roſs, which ri- 
ſes out of the top of the ſaid Mountain. 

This Canton is compos d of ten Commu- 
nities, none of which has any Place dignified 
by the name of a City, unleſs we Will allow 
that Honour to Altorf, which is the moſt po- 
pulous Village. 

The Inhabitants of the Mountain of St. 
Got hard, are Subjects to this Canton, but 
Govern'd by their own Magiſtrates, and en- 
joy many Privileges. 

It has one only Bailliage on the other ſide 
of the Mountain of St. Got hard, along a 
Valley call'd Liviner, the Subjects of which 
have alſo ſome Liberty, but not ſuch ample 
Privileges as the Inhabitants of St. Got hard. 

The continual Paſſage of Mercantile Goods 
over that Mountain, yields a conſiderable 
advantage to this Country, which wants 
Corn, Wine, and almoſt all other Neceſſa- 
ries, except abundant Paſture for Cattle, with 
which of all ſorts it is ſufficiently Stock'd for 
its own uſe, and to ſell to others. 

The People, tho Inhabitants of crag 
Mountains, are yet Civil enough, and . 4 
lighting moſt in the Trade of War, are ex- 
ercis d in it, conſequently, in Foreign Coun- 
Tres. 1 
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Of the Canton of S CHT TZ. 


T He Country of the Fifth Canton, does 
not differ from that above-deſcribed ; 
tis calbd Schnyrz, or Switz, and is waſh'd 
on the Eaſt, in part, by the Lake of Zprich, 
and alſo touches on the Country of Glaris; 
on the Weſt, tis Water'd by the Lake of the 
Four Cantons; on the South, it borders on 
the Canton of Uri, and on the North, on 
that of Augg. | 
It has been already hinted in what Year 
this Canton, in concert with Uri and Under- 
walden, concluded their firſt Alliance: it is 
divided into ſi Communities, the Principal | 
of which is call'd Bron, a Place where ſome» | 
times Aſſemblies are held, and where there | 
is alſo a very rich Benedictine Monaſtery, with 
a ſumptuous Church, Dedicated to the Bleſ- 
fed Virgin, fam'd for many Miracles, and 
continually crowded from all Parts, with 
great numbers of Catholick Viſitants, who 
retain a great Veneration for it. 
It has but three Bailliages; and nothing 
farther caa be ſaid of chis Canton,by one that 
is not fond of deſcending to too minute Par- 


ticulars, or repeating what has been ſaid of 
the Canton of Uri. 
Of 
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Of the Canton of 
UNDE RWALDEN,. 


HIS Canton derives its Name from 2 

great Wood running through the mid- 

dle of ir, tho*-by a Miſtake, Undermalden in 

German ſignifying below, or under the 
Wood. 

The Canton of Lacern environs it on the 

North; thoſe of Bern, rad Uri, on the Weſt 


and South, and the Lake of Lucern ſerves 


as its Eaſtern Boundary. 
"Tis divided into two Parts, the Inhabi- 


tants above Wood having their General 


Council, as have alſo thoſe below it. 

It has not ſo much as one Bailliage, and 
but eight conſiderable, and populous Vil 
lages : *tis Mountainous, and in nothing dif- 
ferent from Schwytz, unleſs in Religion ; the 


Martial Genius of the People, and the Na. 


ture of the Productipns of the Soil being 
ſuch as may be term'd equal in both. 
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Of the Canton of Z U 6 G. 


HE next in order, is the Canton of 

Lugg, which is ſurrounded by the Ter- 
ritories of Schwytz, Lacern, and Zwrich; and 
which in the Year 1352, together with 
Glaris, entred into the number of the Can- 
tons. ä | 

A ſmall City, which gives Name to it, 
paſſes for the Head of the Canton ; but tho? 
it be independently Govern'd, yet in the 
Adminiſtration of the Affairs of the whole 
Canton, it has but two Fifth Parts of the 
Sovereignty, ſince the Country being divi- 
ded into five Communities, each of which 
- hasa Vote; the City is accounted as two of | 

them. | 

Its ſituation is very pleaſant, being at the 
Head of a ſmall Lake, to which it gives its 
Name, and which is adorn'd with ſeveral 
Lands and Villages around it. 

This Country is but ſmall, but yields Corn, 
and Wine in indifferent Plenty, being much 
leſs craggy than the other four laſt mention'd 
Cantons, WT 
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It alſo abounds with Herds of Cattle, ſo 
excellent in their Kind, that perhaps they 
may be preferr'd to thoſe of all the Camo 
beſides. 

Perſons of ſome Quality are not rare a- 
mongſt its Inhabitants, who in general, are 


Diſcreet, Affable, and Civil, like thoſe of the 


other Cantons, diſcovering no leſs Wiſdom 
in the management of the Affairs of the 
Diet, than Courage in the Field. 

This Canton has ſix Bailliages, which not 
being very large, the Preſects are not cg 
to continual Reſidence on them. 


Of GLARIS, or GLARONA. 


T HE Eighth Canton is that of Glaris, 
which 1s entirely contain'd in a great 
Valley, environ'd on the Eaſt and South, by 
that part of the Gri/ons which is call'd the 
Griſon League; on the Weſt, by the Can- 


ton of Uri and Schwytz, and waſh'd on the 


North, by the River Limmat. 

Gleris, The Principal Village, gives Name 
to the whole Country, which is divided 
into fifteen Parts, notwithſtanding which, 
it has but one Council, ſo that all theſe Parts 

may 
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may be term'd one whole Communit „ten- 
N 


dezvouzing all in one Place at the election of 
their Judges. 

The Major part of the Inhabitants are 
Calviniſts, the number of the Catholics being 
rated at about a Third Part; and as for 
Glaris, it pretends to the great Honour of 
being the firſt Place which hear'd Zpinglins 
Preach, and receiv'd from his Mouth the 
falſe Doctrine of that Religion: In all other 
Particulars, both the Country, and People, 
are much of the ſame Nature with thoſe of 
Vnderwalden. 

This Canton has but one Bailliage, in 
the Neighbourhood of the Griſons, which 
indeed is not contemptible; and two others 
in common with the Canton of Schmytæ, 
beſides a certain kind of Sovereignty over | 
Toggemburg only in conjunction with Schmptæ, 
of which in its Place. | | 


i 
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Of the Canton of FRY BURG. 


N ſpeaking of the Canton of Bern, we 
deſcrib'd the Confines of that of Frybarg, 
which, except a ſmall Tongue of Land on | 
the Weſt, which is waſh'd by the Lake of 
Neafchatel, is entirely ſurrounded by the Ter- 
ritory of Bern. + 
This Canton, in conjunction with Solo- 
thurn, entred into the Confederacy and num- 
ber of the Cantons, in the Year 1481. 

The ſituation of the City is odd enough; 
one part of it being on a very craggy Moun- 
S tain, and the other in a ſort of Vale, in- 
| terſected by Hills; ſo that at every ſtep one 


is oblig d to aſcend or deſcend. 
Ina its lower part 'tis divided by a little 
River, which diſcharges itſelf afterwards 
into the Aar. It has ſeveral good Buildings, 
and to the Eye appears very pleaſant. 

The irregularity of its ſituation, and 
perhaps the vaſt extent of its Circuit , 
but, above all, the Mountains which en- 
tirely command it, would render uſeleſs 
all the Efforts of Art to ſurround it with N 
Modern Fortifications, inſtead of the q 
bate Walls, and old Towers, which envi- k 
ron it: But yet it does not want Ar ſen als 

| x __ ſuitable 
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ſuitable to the Occaſions of the Inhabitants 
and Subjects. 

Tho' the maternal Language of this 
Canton, as alſo of all Switzerland, be the Ger- 
man, yet tis particular to Fryburg, that the 
Language of the Inhabitants of the upper 
Town 1s very different from that of the 
Lower, the one ſpeaking only German, 
and the other only French, tho? corrupted : 
ſo that many of the Inhabitants being ac- 
quainted with only one of theſe, are not 
underſtood by one another. 

All the Inhabitants are Civil, and Affa- 
ble to the laſt degree; ſo Generous, Judici- 
ous, and Diſintereſted, as is ſcarce to be be- 
liev'd ; and the whole turn of their Man- 
ners ſavours more of the French than the 
German, 

This Country, which has fixteen Bailli- 
ages, moſt of which are but very Inconſide- 
rable, is very like that of Vaud, Subject to 
the Bernois, furniſhed with all Neceſſaries, 
but not fully provided with Wine, with 
which 'tis plentifully ſupply'd, at a reaſo- 
nable Price, by its Neighbouring Canton 
Bern. One part of it abounds with Paſture- 
Ground for Cattle, and the other is com- 
pos'd of little Hills, all which are Arable. 
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Of the Canton of S O LOT H VRN. 
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TH. Canton, as well as the other, is for 
the moſt part environ'd by that of 

Bern, bordering only, on the Weſt, on the 
Frauche Comte, the Canton of Baſil, and the 
Country of Porentru. | 

It yields Corn enough to ſupply its own 
Occaſions, and abounds with Paſture- 
Grounds, nothing being ſcarce but Wine, 
which is brought from the Canton of Bern, 
and the County of Neachatel,in great plenty. 

This City is, by many Authors, pretended 
to be built in the time of the Patriarch Abra- 
| +a, and is perhaps the eldeſt in Gallia Cel- 
; tica. | \ 
| Tis ſituate on the River Aar, and at pre- 
ſent ſtrengthen d by Modern Fortifications, 
Walls, and Baſtions, all fac'd with Stone, at 
a vaſt Expence; and within is very neatly 
adorn'd with good Buildings, and beautiful 
Streets, and trades conſiderably with France. 

But all this is yet exceeded by the Polite- 
nels of the Inhabitants, who, in the poſſeſſion 
of thoſe Arts which cauſe Men to be Lov'd 

2 


and Valu'd, yield to none. \ 


G 2 a . 


o 
A oC - * — — 


84 An Account of 


The number of it's Bailliages is ſaid to 
be Ten, which are conſiderable : and 
the Country is one of the moſt Pleaſant in 
all Switzerland, particularly near the City, 


where with one caſt of the Eye, we have a 


view of not a few beautiful Buildings,adorn'd 
with fine Gardens. 


Of the Canton of BASIL. 


His is but a ſmall Carton, but its So- 

vereign City, to which it owes its 

Name, is undoubtedly the largeſt and the 
fineſt in all Switzerland. 

Its Origin is of an ancient Date, tho? 
Writers differ about the preciſe Time of its 
Foundation; and 'tis very much Fam'd for 
the Literature of its Univerſity ; for the 
Rhine, which with, a Majeſtick Current, 
richly abounding with Water, flows through 
the middle of it, and leaves the part of it 
towards the Marquiſate of Baden, to be call'd 
Little Baſil; alſo for the Great Church, which 
was Re-built by the Emperor Henry, Sur- 
nam'd the Hoh), in the Year 1010; for the 
Council held there, and for the Illuſtrious 


o 


Men which it has yielded ro the World. 
| Beſides 
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Beſides the happineſs of its Climate, it en- 
joys that of being a great Road for Merchan- 


dice to France, and to the Empire, which 
proves a conſiderable Advantage to it; which 


is alſo encreas d by the convenience of the 
Rhine; its Trade is great, and with regard 


to Manufactures it yields only to Turich, and 
to Bern, in the number of its Inhabitants; 
which tho' not contemptible, is not per- 
fectly proportienate to its Extent. 


Its Territory is not of a large circuit, but 


very Even, Pleaſant, and Fertile in Corn 
and Wines. It borders on the Eaſt, on the 
Canton of Solothurn; on the Welt and North 
on the Auſtria» Countries; that is, the 
Blacks Foreſt, and part of the four Foreſt 
Towns ; and on the South on Alſatia. 

Before this Country entred into the num- 
ber of the Cantons, the Temporal Sove- 
reignty was veſted in the Biſhop of Baſil, 
tho? the Subjects then enjoy'd many Privi- 
leges; but that Prelate began ro ſuffer in 
his Rights about the Year 150, when this 
City joyntly with Schaffhuſer, enter'd into 
the Alliance with the eight above- mention'd 
Cantons, which on account of their having 
been about one hundred and thirty Years 
united alone, are call'd the eight old Can- 
tons. 

But when the Hereſiarchs ſubverted the 
major and beſt part of Switzerland; with 
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the Ruin of the Catholic Faith in Baſil, funk 
the Sovereigaty of the Bp, who being 
driven from his See by the Rebels to him 
and the true Church, has almoſt loſt the 
Title of Biſhop of Paſil, being ſty bd at pre- 
ſent, at leatt by the Proteſtants, only the 
Biſnop of Porentru, which is ſituate betwixt 
Alſatia, the Franche Gompte, the Diſtrict of 
Biel, and that of Beru, Solothurn, and Baſil, 
and is the only Country over which he has 
retain'd any Juriſdiction ; but his Power is 
ſo circumſcrib'd, chat, except over ſome of 
his own Revenucs, the Title of Sovereign 
is ſcarce left him ; the Liberty of the People 
being ſo great, that chey are Govern'd by 
Magiſtrates and Judges of their own chu- 
ſing, and being in Alliance with the Bernois, 
are by them {ſo vigorouſly Protected, that 
the Biſhop, yielding to the force of theſe 
Protectors, does not dare to exerciſe over his 
Subjects any acts of Sovereignty. 

*Tis to be wondred, that this City, tho? 
well provided with Arſenals, and well 
ſtored with Magazines, and withal a Fron- 
tier Place, is not ſtrengthen'd with the leaſt 
Modern Foertification, and ſo much the 
more, becauſe even within Sight of it, the 
King of France has a conſiderable Fort 
call'd Hunningen, on the utmoſt Confines 
of Alſatia, Water'd by the Rhine, and 
Built trom the Plan of of the famous Inge- 

nier 
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nier, Monſieur Vauban; but the circuit of the 
City itſelf being great, they never have had 
the Courage to attempt the environing it 
with Modern Works, being Affrighted, 
and not without Reaſon, at the immenſe 
Expence which would be neceſſary to per- 
1 

The Inhabitants, tho of the pretended 
Reform'd Religion, are Naturally the leaſt 
averſe to France of any, which appears by 
their ſuffering themſelves to be Bridled by 
the mention'd Fort, beſides the Trade they 
drive with Alſatia; a Reaſon which equal- 
ly perſwades them to maintain a regard for 

the Empire, whoſe Confines border on, and 
are at leaſt as near to them. 

Their Vicinity to theſe States, and their 
Experience in other Countries, a neceſſary 
Conſequence of their Military Service and 
Merchandiſing, render the People of Baſil, 
very Civil, Affable, and Genteel in their 
Deportment. 

The ſmall Country which this Canton 
poſſeſſes, does not allow any great Profit 
to its Sovereigns by its Bailliages, it having 
but Five, which are not very conſiderable, 
and their Profits but mean. 
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Of SCHAFFHUSEN. 


HE Canton of Schaffhuſer is ſituate 
betwixt the Territories of the Empire, 
and thoſe of the Canton of Aurich, four Hours 
beyond the Rhine, in ſuch manner, that the 
common Road from Zprich to Schaffhuſen, 
in a direct Line, runs through the Imperial 
Country. | 
Betwixt this Canton and that of Baſil, are 
the four Foreſt Towns, ſo call'd from the Black 
Foreſt, which joyns to them on the Weſt, 
and is accounted as their Diſtrict, having 
alſo ſubject to them ſome ſpace of Land 
Weſtward, on this ſide of the Rhine. They 
are all four ſubject to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
aud each of them but a ſmall diſtance from 
the Banks of the mention'd River ; they are 
Rheinfeld, Seckinghen, Lauffenburg, and Wald- 


ſhut: the firſt of which, the moſt conſide- 


rable, is on this ſide the Rhine; the other 
three are on the oppoſite ſide, and of leſs im- 
portance. | 
The City of Schaffhuſen is rendred very 
fine, by its Beautiful Buildings, and nume- 
rous Fountains, and is a great Road for 
| Mercantile 
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Mercantile Commodities, which are con- 
vey'd by the Current of the Rhine, from 
the Lake of Conſtance, and are oblig'd to be 
Landed at Schaffhuſen, in order to be carried 
Over-land beyond the Caſcade, which that 
River forms at Laaſſen, already deſcrib'd at 
the beginning of this Relation. | 

*Tis alſo encompaſs'd with Walls and ar 
tique Towers, and its Inhabitants are very 
Civil and Afﬀable, applying themſelves to 
Arms and Trade; with regard to which laſt, 
the Rhine proves very advantageous, both to 
the Publick and their Private Intereſt. 

They cannot reap any great Advantages 
from their Bailliages, which are but few, 
and their Juriſdiction but ſmall, there be- 
ing no Canton whoſe Territory is leſs than 
this. 

But yet its Soil is very Fertile, yielding, 
in particular, a much greater Quantity of 
Wine than its own conſumption requires, 
and ſo good, that 'tis fetch'd hence by the 


Neighbouring Countries. 
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Of APPENZ EL 


His being the laſt Canton which ent red 
into the Confederacy, juſtly poſſeſſeth 
the laſt Place. ; 
It conſiſts of a large Valley, ſituate be- 
twixt the Country of St. Gall, and that of 
the Gri/ons. 
"Tis divided into twelve Communities, the 
Principal of which, is that which gives its 
Name to the whole Canton. Some Authors 
tell us, that this Country being anciently ſub- 
ject to the Abbots of St. Gal, who reſided 
good part of the Year in theſe Villages; it 
took thence the Name of Appenzel, as it 
were Ablots. Cell, being calPd in Latin, Ab. 
batis Cella: but however it goes with the 
Etymology of the Name, *tis certain, that 
theſe People with great Sums of ready Mony 
purchas'd their Liberty of the Abbot of St. 
Gall, before they were admitted into the 
number of the Cantons. | 
This Canton is perhaps the leaſt Cultiva- 
ted of them all, as well with regard to the 
People, as the Soil, which is proper for no- 
thing but Paſture; theſe Countries living for 


the moſt part upon Milk, and things made 
of Milk. OF 
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G7 x10. 
ALE EES 
nn 
CANTON 


N ſpeaking of the Canten's Allies, tho? 

I never ſo bond of Brevity, 'twill yet be 
neceſſary for me to enlarge more on them, 
than I have in the Deſcription of the Can- 
tons themſelves, in which I might be al- 
lowed to reſtrain my ſelf, becauſe 1 had be- 
fore particulariz'd many things with regard 
to them in the General Diſcourſe. 
Thoſe who are at preſent in the number 
of their Allies, are the Griſons, the Valeſtans, 
the Abbot, and City of St. Gall, the Cities of 
Mulhauſen, and Biel, or Bienne, the Earldom 
of Neafchatel, and the City of Geneva; but 
all of them are not really Allies to the whole 
Helvetic Body, but ſome only to part of it. 


of 
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Of the GRI SONS. 


F the Griſons Country was as Plentiful as 
vaſtly Large, *tis certain that they wou'd 
neither need the Schwabian Corn to ſuſtain 
their People, nor with ſo much anxiety hunt 
aſter occaſions of ſerving in Foreign Armies, 
to draw Mony from them to help their own 
narrow Circumſtances. | 
Yet this is none of the moſt barren Coun- 
tries; and tho? great part of it is not fit for 
any other uſe than Paſture, there are yet 
many very pleaſant Vallies eaſie to be culti- 
vated ; and if the greater Advantage which 
the Inhabitants make of it by Planting Vines, 
did not hinder the ſowing of Corn, 'tis 
thought that the Griſons would not have 
occaſion to Beg, as above, the Corn of Schwa- 


bia: a thing, which tho? wiſh'd for by the 
Wiſeſt amongſt them (the Valtelline, ſubject 


to them, producing Wine in utmoſt plenty) 
yet is not eaſy to be reduc'd to Practice, be- 


cauſe twould too much wound the Intereſt 
of many Private Men. 


* 
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This Country (ſpeaking of the Free, as 
well as Subject) joins on the North to Schma- 
bia, on the Eaſt to Hol, on the South to 
the State of Milan, and the Venetian Terri- 
tories, and on the Weſt to the Cantons of 
Uri, Glaris, and Appenzel : ſo that it may 
be conſider'd as ſurrounded for the greateſt 
part with the Countries of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, when that poſſeſſes the Milaneſe. 
T be Country itſelf, if we look on its own 


Productions, has no other Trade than that 


of Cattle, Butter, Cheeſe, and Wood, but 
the great and continual Paſſage of Silk, and 
other Italian Commodities through the Swizz 
Countries, to the Empire, Geneva, and alſo 
as far as Holland, brings the Inhabitants no 
ſmall Buſineſs, and at the ſame time alſo, 
brings them in no ſmall Sums of Mony. 
Beſides ſeveral large Countries, it contains 
ſome {mall Cities, amongſt which Corr is 
the Principal, with regard to its Populouſ- 
neſs,but yet is not valued higher than as one 
of the Communities which have two Votes, 


and has no other Prerogative, than that of | 
being the firſt Community in the League | 


term'd Cade, " 


The Major Part of Hiftorians agree in be- 
lieving, that in the moſt remote Times, the 


firſt Inhabitants of theſe Mountains were 


Tuſcans, driven out by ſome Barbarous Na- 


tions, alledging that the Name of Rhætia, 
which 
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which to this Day all the Griſaus retain, 
was deriv'd from their Chief Commander, 
who then led them, and whoſe Name was 
Rhetas ; but if we obſerve that the Language 
term'd Rowan, is that which is moſt uſed 
in the Major Part of the Communities, parti- 
cipating of the Italian, French, Spaniſh, and 
German (the laſt of which is otherwiſe the 
Maternal Language of the Country) we 
may ' conjecture that a mixture of all theſe 
Nations joyntly retir'd into this Country. 

In progreſs of time they divided them- 
ſelves into ſeveral Loraſbips, and Fiefs, part- 
ly ſubject to the Dukes of Auſtria, and part- 
ly to the Biſhop and Chapter of Coir, and 
alſo partly to fome Earls and Barons. 

By little and little theſe Fefs, or Signio- 
ries, either by pecuniary Disburſements, or 
the Arms of the Subjects, moſtly under pre- 
text of changing their Religion, were reduc'd 
to Free Communities, ſtrengthning them- 
{elves by reciprocal Alliances ; whence after- 
wards the Name of Leagues deriv'd itſelf 
to the three Provinces of which their Repu» 
blic is compos'd. 

It is alſo to this Day call'd the Tyree 
Leagues of ancient Rhætia; the firſt of which 
is ſtyled the Griſon League; the ſecond Cade, 


or of the Hauſe of God, on occaſion of the 


Biſhops reliding there; and the Third named 


the League of the Ten Judicatures, or Droitares. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Leagues are conſidered in this order ! 
of Precedency one before another, on ac- 
count of the number of Inhabitants, and 
Votes, in which the firſt exceeds the ſecond, 
as that does alſo the Third; but in all other 
Particulars they are all equal, the Deputies 
of one preſiding, and alternatively yielding 
the Precedence to thoſe of the other; and if 
on ſumming up the Votes relating to two 
differing Opinions, upon any important Point, 
thoſe of the ſecond, and third agree, thoſe of 
the firſt, tho they all differ from it, are oblig'd 
to ſubmit to the Opinion of thoſe of the 
other two; no one of the Leagues having 
any dependance on the other, which is not 
intirely equal and reciprocal; that is, the 
majority of Votes takes place without any 
regard from what League the Repreſentatives 
are Deputed. "et 
Theſe Communities, of which the Leagues 
are form'd, have no other dependance but 
this: each of them, as to other Caſes, every 
Tear, itſelf chooſing its chief Director, which 
they call an Amman; and its Judges for the 
2 of Civil and Criminal ju- 
ice. | 
Ia the General Diets, the Griſon League id 
has twenty ſeven Votes in State Affairs; 1" 
that of the Houſe of God, twenty two, and 7 
that of the ten Judicatures but fourteen ; it Mt 
being obſervable, that all the Communities | 
are 
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are not equal in the number of their Votes; 
by reaſon that one of them which happens 
to be ſubdivided into a greater number of 
Villages, but inconſiderable ones, ſhall have 
but one ſingle Vote, whilſt another, which 
is repreſented by a large Country, or a City, 


{ſhall have two : As for Inſtance, Coir, which 
tho' by many held to be the Ruling City, 


is, as is above hinted, rated at no more than 
two Votes, in the number of ſiæty three: which, 


as appears by the Diſtinction above, the 
whole three Leagues have. | 

Theſe Communities, like little Cantons, 
are independent of one another, being Go- 
vern'd by their own Magiſtrates, and tho 
all of them follow the fundamental Laws 
eſtabliſh'd by univerſal Conſent, yet ſeveral 
of the Communities add to theſe ſome Ap- 
pendages founded upon their own particular 
Laws, or Cuſtoms; which yet are allow'd by 
the whole Body. 


When any Conteſt ariſes betwixt one 


Community and another, they have Laws 
which aſſign a Judge, or preſcribe the man- 
ner of electing Arbitrators betwixt them, 
purſuant to the cuſtomary Practice amongſt 


the Cantons of the Helvetic Body: and with © 


regard to their Independence, there is this 
only difparity, that not only none of the 
Communities, but none of the three Leagues, 
may ſeparately conclude Alliances with Fo- 


reign, 
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teign Princes and Republics; which is per- 
haps the only thing which renders theſe ſeve- 
ral Bodies, One Republic only, diſtinguiſhing 
it from that of Switzerland, in which there 
are as many Republics as Cantons. | 

Each League has its particular Diets, in 
which are annually elected a Principal, or 
Head, and other Officers, but in a different 
manner in each League. TE nd 

The Head of the Griſon League, who is 
call'd the Landrichter, is elected in the Diet 
of the Deputies of that League : but no Per- 
ſon can be admitted to the Ballotting who 
is not a Citizen of one of the three Commu- 
nities, which have the Privilege in the ſame 
1 to appoint a Lazarichter alternate- 
Vrhe Head of the Cade, who is term 
the Preſident, is alſo elected, or nominated, 
by the Votes of the Deputies of that League, 
with this Limitation, that they are indi- 
ſpenſably oblig'd to chooſe two Members of 
the leſſer Council of Coir, betwixt which 
two Nominees, Chance alone decides which 
of them is to be the Head for that Year. 
The Head of the ten Jadicatures, who 
is call'd the Pants Land- Amman. is in like 
manner conſtituted by the Votes of their 
Deputies ; but theſe Votes are ſtrictly limit- 

ed to that Community, whoſe Right it is 
that Year, to provide a Head, beginning in 
H order 
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order with the firſt, and ſo continuing on 
to the laſt; ſo that every Man may hope to 
be choſen Head in the Year, which * 
to his Community. What remains to be 
obſerv'd on this Head is, that ſome Com- 
munities, which are diſtinguiſh'd by the great 
number of their People, have the Privi- 
lege of nominating the Head of the League 
twice in the ſame Circuit, in which orhers 
have the power of doing it but once. 

Beſides the particular Diets already de- 
{crib'd, the Griſons have four forts of Aſſem- 
blies for the diſpatching of the Affairs with 
regard to the three anited Leagues. 

The Principal of theſe is ſtil'd the Gene- 
ral Diet, and beſides the Heads which pre- 
ſide in all the Aſſemblies, conſiſts of ſo many 
Deputies, as all che Communities have Sut- 
frages; fo that the Community which has 
but one ſingle Vote, ſends but one Deputy, 
and that which has two, ſends two. Theſe 
Deputies are elected in each Community, 
by the free Votes, and with the concurrence 
of all the People of which *tis compos'd, fo 
that tt ſometimes happens that on theſe Oc- 
caſions a Peaſant is choſen, and one of the 
Nobleſſe excluded, as it frequently happens in 
the Charge of Land- Amman, or Head of the 
Community, who generally, when he is in- 
clin*d to put up for Depwty in a Diet, is pre- 
ferr'd to the reſt, | 

This 
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This General Diet is uſually held annually 
towards the end of Auguſt, in a Community 
of one of the three Leagues alternatively ; W || 
when 'tis the turn of the Griſon League, it . my 
is kept at Ilans, a little City on the Banks il 
of the Rhine; when that of the Cade, at 
Coir; and when that of the Ten Judicatures, 
at Davas : the upper place in theſe Seſſions 
being always taken by that League; in whoſe 
Juriſdiction the Aſſembly meets, and the 
Head of that League acts as Preſident of the 
Whole Diet. | . 
How great, and numerous ſoever this Diet 
is, yet this, any more than the other three, 
has not the leaſt Authority in Affairs of State; 
for every Deputy is ſtrictly tied up to the 
Inſtructions which he receives from his 
Community, and can do no more than re- 
preſent a Buſineſs to it by a Circular Letter, 
(of which I ſhall preſently ſpeak) on the 
receipt of which, the Community conſiders 
it, and writes its Opinion againſt the time 
of the firſt meeting of the Deputies. As for 
other Matters, this General Diet, uſually ſit- 
ting for the ſpace of three Weeks, employs 
itſelf in the deciſion of many Conteſts, and in 
providing for the Publick Oeconomy. | 
* The ſecond meeting is calld a HA, Diet, 
becauſe compos'd of no more than half 
the Suffrages which form'd the entire Diet: 
the Community, which have two Votes, 4 
| H 2 but 
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but one Deputy, and thoſe which have but 
one, depute one alternatively with one of 
their neareſt Neighbouring Communities, 
in which a certain Method is fix'd, which 
alſo ſerves in the other Aſſemblies of leſſer 
number : and this is an extraordinary Diet 
Summon'd by the Heads, as the poſture of 
Affairs, or the Inſtances of Foreign Miniſters 
give Occaſion. | 

The Third is ca]l'd the Congreſs, which is 
generally compog'd of three Deputies of each 
League, beſides the three Heads; and this 
Congreſs is uſually held once every Year for 
the Affairs of the Country, and always at 
Coir, where are held all the ordinary, and 
extraordinary Aſſemblies, (except only the 
Ordinary General Diet, which keeps its Cir- 
Cuit, as is already hinted) and this barely on 
account of the convenience of Lodging in 
Coir, and not of any Privilege belonging to 
the Place itſelf. 

This Ordinary Congreſs, which uſually laſts. 
about 15 Days, beginning at the latter end 
of February, or the beginning of March, col- 
lets the Votes of the Communities upon the 
Affairs laid before them by the laſt Diet; 
diſpatches Circular Letters to the fame Com- 
munities, to ſignify what new Matters they, 
are to Vote about againſt the next Diet 
receives and tranimits the new Demands of 
Foreign Miniſters, if there beany ; and wo 

ceeds 
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ceeds to terminate, or at leaſt to digeſt and 
prepare, ſuch Matters as have ariſen ſince the 
laſt Diet, or have met with Difficulties in 
their Paſſage. | 

The Fourth Aſſembly is the Congreſs of the 
three Heads, who uſually meet ſome Weeks 
before the ſaid ordinary General Diets, or 
the ordinary Congreſſes of Three for every 
League, to concert together the Buſineſs 
to be Debated in theſe Diets, and alſo to 
Write to the Communities, if in the interim 
any thing hath happen'd which requires 
their Votes. 

All theſe Meetings are call'd at any time 
of the Year, not only on occaſion of the ex- 
traordinary Urgencies of the Country, bur 
alſo at the Requeſt of Foreign Miniſters. 
And as the firſt are held at the Charge of the 
Public, fo the Miniſters are oblig'd to pay 
the Expences of the latter, which is three Fo- 
rius a Day to each Perſon, as well to the 
Heads, as to the Deputies, and alſo to the 
three Secretaries, or Chancellors, and the Meſ- 
ſengers of the three Leagues, always com- 
puting four Days beſides the time of Seſſion; 
that 1s, two far the coming together of the 
Aſſembly, and two for the return of the 
Members to their own Houſes. 
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I ſaid above, that none of theſe Aſſems 


blies have dire#ly any Deſpotic Power in 
Matters of Importance, becauſe indire#ly - 


they have a great ſhare of it. x 
*Tis of utmoſt Importance to a Miniſter, 
to gain, in favour of his Negotiations, the 
Inclinations of the Depgties of the Communi- 
ties, becauſe on them depends the method 
of proceeding, in Buſineſs, which Method 


has an incredible Influence in this Repub- 
lick. 


Each of theſe Aſſemblies, in imitation of 


what is done in the General Diet of the Hei- 
vet ic Boay, draws up its Circular Letter, by 
which it imparts to all the Communities, 
the Affairs which have been Debated in the 
General Diet, or Congreſs, and requires their 
Vote on the Buſineſs then under Debate. 
Every Land- Amman on a Feſtival Day, 


Aſſembles all the People of his Community, 


and cauling to be read to them this Gircular 
Letter, firſt declares his own Sentiments, 
(which are very ſeldom contradicted) after 
which, he deſires every one of the ſame Opi- 
nion with himſelf, to hold up his Right- 
Hand ; (this being the common way of Vo- 
ting thro? all Sit gerland, and the Country 
of their Allies): after which, having told the 
number of Hands, he draws up a Letter, ad- 
dreſſing it to the firſt Diet, or Congreſs, 


which is to meet, with a Short, and bare 


account 


- 
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account of that Opinion in which the plura- 
lity of the Inhabitants of that Community 
concurr'd: And this Letter is afterwards 
open'd at the ſame time with thoſe of the 
other Communities in the firſt Seſſion of 
the Three Leagues, and taken as the delibe- 
rative Vote of ſuch Community; and thus 
are collected the Votes of the whole Coun- 
try. | 
This being ſuppos'd, tis very clear, that 
all hopes of a good iſſue in Affairs, general- 
ly depend on the favour of the Deputies of 
the Diet, as I have already ſaid, for many 
Reaſons. Firſt, becauſe the Peaſant gene- 
rally regulates his Vote according to the 
Contents of the Circular Letter, in which 
the Diet, or Congreſs, may repreſent the 
Buſineſs in ſuch manner, and inſert, or omit 
ſuch Conſiderations, and Circumſtances, as 
may engage the Communities to comply 
with, or refuſe the Propoſals of the Foreign 
Miniſter: In the Second Place, becauſe the 
Deputy, who is generally the Land- Amman, 
is in a fort oblig'd by the Circular Letter, = 
which being form'd with his conſent, he 
therefore endeavours to render effectual in his | 
Community : And in the Third Place, be- ; 
cauſe in the Diets, or Congreſſes, in which 9 
the Votes of the Communities are collected 
in Writing, whenever there occurs, as it 
H 4 fre- 
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frequently happens, any obſcure, or ambigy- 
ous Vote, the Deputies either have, or at 
leaſt aſſume, the Power of Interpreting it; 
befides which, it ſometimes happens that a 
Community leaves its Vote wholly in the 
power of its Deputy. 
But if it be neceſſary to a Foreign Mini- 
ſter to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to intereſt 
the Inclinations of theſe Deputies in his Fa- 
vour, it is yet certainly more indiſpenſably 
ſo, to gain the favour of the three Heads of 
the Leagues, in order to which his chief aim 
muſt be to engage on his ſide, not the Fa- 
milies which are diſtinguiſhd by the Nobi- 
lity of their Birth, but thoſe, which by fa- 
miliarly and frequently treating the Pea- 
ſant with wine, draw after them the great- 
eſt number of their Votes, and are moſt ea- 
ſily and frequently choſen into the Office of 
Land- Amman , Deputies, and particularly 
Heads of the three Leagues. | 
As the election of theſe three Principal 
Heads is conſin d to a {mall number of Com- 
munitics in the manner above-deſcrib'd, and 
no Family is hindred trom being at the ſame 
time a Metnber of ſeveral Communities in 
more than one League; ſo there are ſome 
Perſons who are always in the Offices either 
of Head ot a League, or at leaſt of one Com- 
munity ; Offices, which the oftner they are 
exercis'd by any Perſon, give him the great- 
. r e 
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er Credit, Power and Authority: ſo that 
of a Democratical Government, as this is in 
its Inſtitution, it becomes little leſs than Ari- 
ftocratical, in its execution, and effects. 
Perhaps there are few Governments, in 
which the Negotiations of Foreign Mini- 
ſters are ſo difficult, as in this 
The fureſt way of ſucceeding ſeems to be 
by Mony, with which 'tis no hard matter 
to gain not only the Vulgar, but alſo theſe 
Heads, who being rais'd from nothing to 
the Principal Offices, make a Market of 
their Power. n 


Urbem venalem ſi emptorem habaiſſet, 14 
ſaid Jagurtha, King of the Numidians, in 
contempt of the Roman Republic: not that 
all its Senators were eaſily corrupted by that 
King's Gold; but becauſe he had by Mony 
more than once, gain'd the Generals of the 
Roman Forces, even when he was in the 
utmoſt danger of being overcome by their 
{uperior Force. | = 

In this Senſe alone, and in no other, this | 
Saying may be apply'd to the Republic of | 
the Griſons. For this mercenary Trade pre- 
vails amongſt ſome of the Heads, as above, = 
and is predominant amongſt the Vulgar, | 
who with regard to Mony, don't at all differ 1 
in Temper from the meaner Populace of all | 
a Math: | ocher | 
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other Countries; but it does not generally 
obtain amongſt all the Noble Families, as 
many ſuppoſe without good Ground. 

The Eſtate of this Republic would be 
extreamly unhappy, if there were nat many, 
and many worthy Subjects, who act with 
a pure Zeal for the Public Good; ſo that 
*tis not enough that a Publick Miniſter is 
well provided with Mony ; but he mult al- 
fo be furniſh'd with all thoſe Abilities which 
are every where neceſſary to procure to him- 
ſelf an univerſal Eſteem and Thclination, in 
order to facilitate his Negotiations. - 

Beſides theſe Means, the moſt effeRual 
engagement to the Gentry of this Nation, 
is the Military Service: for the Country 
being cover'd with Stones and barren Moun- 
tains, cannot afford a ſufficient and hand- 
ſome Maintenance for the Gentry, naturally 
tir'd with their tedious reſiding in theſe Vil- 
lages, ſo poorly provided with Entertain- 
ments ſuited to their Humour ; for which 
Reaſon they anxiouſly ſollicit Employment 
in Foreign Armies. 

If theſe Reflexions be not ſufficient to un- 
deceive thoſe who believe this inclinat ion to 
military Service, to be a ſort of Selling them- 
ſelves, becauſe it ariſes from the deſire of 
Profit: I will add what I very well know, 
that tho* the hopes of Levies, - dextrouſly 
diſpers d in theſe Parts by the Venetian Mi- 

| | nilter, 
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niſter, were the principal Foundation of 


the good Succeſs of his Negotiation; and 
tho? at the concluſion of the fame, the Face 
of Affairs in Italy chang'd, and with that 
the diſpoſition of the moſt Serene Repablick to 
raiſing new Levies vaniſhed, yet not one of 
them ever reproach'd that Miniſter with 
not having purſued his deſign of levying 
Men; but many of them expreſsly declar'd 
that all Princes direct their Meaſures accord- 
ing to the Rules of Prudence, and adjuſt 
themſelves to ConjunQures; nor did the 
Griſons on this account ever omit the gi- 
ving all poſſible marks of Eſteem and Re- 
gard to the ſame Miniſter, and his Succeſ- 
ſor. 
A Miniſter ought likewiſe to be provided 
with, and make uſe of, a previous Informa- 
tion of the Inclinations of theſe Communi- 
ties, ſo very different, either on account of 
Religion, or in regard of the Potentates 
which ſurround them; or on ſome more 
particular and internal accounts. CE 
But I ſhould too far tranſgreſs the Rules 
of 2 which I propos'd in this Relation, 
if I ſhould deſcend to the moſt minute Par- 
ticulars, and deſcribe the Artifices and Tricks 
us'd by Particular Men to ſerve their Inter- 
eſts, or to ſupport one Foreign Party in op- 
poſition to another; but however curious 
the Relation would be, by reaſon of their 
; really 


108 An Account of 


really ſurprizing and almoſt inimitable Sub- 
tilty ; yet its length would render it un- 
pleaſant to the Reader, and the rather ſo, 
becauſe, if he be not experimentally acquaint- 
ed with the Country, and hath not an exact 
knowledge of the Subjects to be treated of, 
he would not be able ſufficiently to compre- 
hend it. 5 

But there are two Particulars I will men- 
tion, which, after what has been already 
faid, will, in ſome meaſure, enable us to 
conceive how intricate the management of 
theſe Intrigues are. 

Firſt, *Tis hard for the Partiality of the 
fayourers of any Party, by reaſon of the emula- 
tion Which interchangeably prevails betwixt 
many Families, to remain undiſcover'd: and 
that once known, not only the whole Affair 
is diſcredited, but the Partial Favourer ex- 
pos'd to the utmoſt Dangers, they having 
molt ſevere Laws againſt Bribery. Nor does 
there want Examples of even innocent Per- 
ſons Sacrific'd by Strafgerichten, or Criminal 
Sentences paſs'd by Magiſtrates tumultuouſly 
{et up by thePeople,andpronounc'dwith equal 
Severity and Confuſion; bur theſeCaſes don't 
often happen ; and to avoid them,thoſe Per- 
ſons who, by reaſon of their frequent poſſeſ- 
ſing the Principal Offices, have moſt juſt Rea- 
{on to fear them, directly fix their Aim at the 
retarding the progreſs of the Affairs in agita- 
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tion as long as poſſible ; and with a pretend- 
ed Zeal endeavouring to find out ſome new 
Buſineſs to Debate, which carries with it an 
appearance of the Publick Good, in order to 
keep up the Character of Men neceſſary to 
Direction of the Republick, render them. 
ſelves valued for their Prudence and Vigt- 
lance; and keep the People diverted with 
the thoughts of the preſent Affairs, that for 
want of other Employment, they may not 
reflect back on, and examine, paſt Tranſacti- 
ns... # bolts: | 
In the Second Place, a great ſhare of Sa- 
gacity and Temper is neceſſary, to examine 
thoroughly the Inclination of the Perſons on 
whom *tis thought proper to beſtow Penſi- 
ons; there being ſome, who not content 
that they themſelves are Gainers, hut exact. 
ing Rewards alſo for their Followers, and 
thoſe whom ' tis requiſite to make their De. 
pendents, after having gotten all they can 
of the Miniſter, Who applies to them, and 
by his means thus encreas'd and eftabliſh'd 
their Reputation, are thereby enabled on the 
firſt appearance of a turn of Fortune, to em- 
ploy that Credit againſt him, and as it were ; 
engage him with his own Weapons, favou- | 
ring, by the aſſiſtance of their Followers | 
who receive his Penſion, the very contrary 
Party. | 


„„ 


> —— — 


—_ a nz — 


— — 


n * 


— . — 


, 


— —— — — 


— = : "= 
„ 
= | SY — 


> 11 — ater er — oe oo on ooo ———_—_— 
Pm, — —— — ay w— _ = 
_ pa 2 2 —— : 
— _— 4 2 þ , _ > 
N 2 — a 7 4 — = 


_— 


— — 


— * 4 


„„ — — * 
«a, 21 


In 


| 


110 An Account of 

In the time of the Catholic ing, Charles 
the Second, (who was Monarch of the King- 
doms of Spain, and conſequently of the State 
of Miian) the Houſe of Auſtria, by Levies 
and private Penſions, was in this Count 
very liberal to ſome Perſons, whom it alſo 
rais'd from a miſerable and abject condition, 
to the chief Offices of the Republick, and a 
plentiful Fortune. It was hence to be expect- 
ed that in Gratitude, and for the ſake of 


their own Reputation, they ſhould, in all 


Exigencies, have {ſupported the Auſtrian 


Party, at leaſt, in every thing not diſcover'd 
to tend evidently to the injury of their own 


Country: But the Houſe of France no ſoon- 
er enter d (by the change of Fortune known 
to all) on the Poſſeſſion of the Milaneſe, but 
the Penſioners of the former immediately 
left it, and for many Years that Houſe had 


not any more inveterate Enemies than 
theſe its own Creatures: But then the fa- 
mous Battle of 7ariz being attended with a 


new alteration of Dominion in that State, at 
the firſt Ray of Fortune which ſhone in fa- 
vour of the Honſe of Auſtria, theſe very Men, 

frit its Friends, as I have hinted, afterwards 
its Enemies, tho? brib'd with large Penſions 
from France in the interval, immediately the 


ſecond time chang'd Sides and Inclinations, 


returning from their new to their old Party, 
which they before abandon d; knowing = 
a Wwe 
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well how to cover their Inſtability by the 
alteration of ConjunCtures, and prudential 
Reaſons, which ſuggeſt the cultivating 
Friendſhip with that Neighbour which is 
moſt Powerful; tho? the ſole Motive which 
hath produced in them theſe Changes, hath 
always been their private Intereſt. f 

*Tis very certain, that in a much leſs 
ſpace of time than that of ten Months, the 
above mention'd Alliance with the moſt Se- 

rene Republick of Venice had been conclu- 
ded, if ſuch Perſons as theſe, to render their 
Services Meritoriousto the Miniſters of other 

Potentates, who ſeem'd not willing to fee 

the renovation of that League, had not re- 

tarded its Progreſs, by ſuggeſting Pretences N 

againſt the admitrance of it; gaining Credit 
at the ſame time by this Artifice, (both 
amongſt the Indifferent, and thoſe moſt zea- 
lous for the Publick Good, who were de- 
luded by Appearances) that their exceſſive 
Demands did not really reſult from the ſole 
intention of obſtructing that Affair, but ra- 
ther from a pure deſire of advantageing both 
the Public and Private Perſons, in the Arti- 
cles which regarded either the one or the 
other. ö 

But yet the honeſty and fervour of thoſe 
Perſons, who really out of pure Zeal ardent- 
ly defir'd to ſee the rene wal of this League, 
was ſo great, that they diſcover'd the * 

an 
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and the Inclinations of the People, which 
were very good, being cultivated at a mo- 
derate Charge, in reſpect to the Expences, 


disburſt at other times, this Negotiation was 
ſucceſsfully ended. 


All that has been ſaid concerning the Me- 
thods of this Government, and that regard to 
private Intereſt which reigns in many, is al- 
moſt wholly common to the Democratical Ca- 
tholic Cantons: it being very Natural that, in 
a popular and poor Republic, in which every 
one of the Vulgar may aſcend to the Chief 
Offices, Chance ſhould ſet up ſome of thoſe, 
who nouriſhing Sentiments equally baſe 
with their Birth, may, by the wretched 
vileneſs of their Minds, be prompted to fell 
even the Liberty of their Country, were it 
in their Power. 2 | 

This is not the fault of the Nation, but 
rather of the form of its Government, and 
owing to Neceſſity : and it may be affirm'd 
for certain Truth, that whatſoever Wiſe 
Ariſtocratic Republic, by the Judgment of 
Heaven, degenerates into a Democratical 
one, with the Circumſtances of Situation, 
like that of the Griſous, it will not equal it 
either in the time, or felicity of its Dura- 
tron. ; 


' 
4 
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I ſay once more, That this is not the fault 


of the Nation, which cannot, with any ſha- 
dow of Reaſon, be charg'd with this failure, 
which, tho a very conſiderable one, has taint- 
ed only the Vulgar, and a few of that Rank 


which diſtinguiſheth itſelf from the Vul- 


gar. 

The Nation is on all accounts worthy of 
Love, and Applauſe: Its Gent ry are, as much 
as any other, addicted to the ſtudy of all 
Arts and Sciences; they are of an active and 
piercing Genius, ſtrongly enclin'd to the 
Military Art, and, in the Opinion of ſeveral, 


more eaſily learn the Trade of War, than 


the Swit ers themſelves ; very Eaſy, Human, 
Affable, Generous, Tractable, and Civilized 
in their Behaviour. In ſhort, to do them 
the Juſtice which they have a right to from 
me, who have long had the opportunity of 
knowing them throughly, I muſt conclude, 
that they are very different People from what 
they are taken for, by thoſe who have ſeen 
them no otherwiſe than at a diſtance, and 
are not willing to conſider them as any 
thing more than Mount aineers. 1 

Tho' the Emperor and the King of France, 
perpetually keep an Ambaſſador, to the Helve- 
tick Body reſiding in their Conntry, yet with- 


al, the value which choſe Great Princes 
retain for the three Leagues, is ſo great, 


1 | that 
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that each of them continues an Ervey a- 
mongſt them. 

Each of theſe Potentates leaves no Means 

5 unattempted to ſecure a ſtrong Party in this 
Country; the Reaſons of which, and of the 

Value 4 have for them, are two. 

The Firſt is that of the Levies; and the 

Socond is that of the Paſſage to 1zaly ; but 
this laſt, with. regard to theſe two 2 
tates, is beyond Compariſon, of more Im- 
portance than the firft, by reaſon that as 
Switzerland more plentifully abounds with 
Troops, fo the Road to E is ſolely in the 
Hands of the Griſons. © 

Fach of theſe Powers wou'd be fond of the 
Keys of this Gate, either in order to open 
it to its o] Advantage, or ſhut i to the 
prejudice of the other. 

| In ſhort, thoſe foreign Princes, who have 

[ | not loſt all Views in {raty, lay great ſtreſs on 

1 the Griſons: on which account, the whole 
World applauds the Wiſe Reſolutions of the 
moſt Serene Republick of Venice, which, as 
the firſt Temporal Prince of Iraly ,determin'd 
by this late League, to ſecure eſe of this 
Gate. 

The Imperial Envoy ref des at t Retzyns, 4 
the only Lordſhip remaining to the Houſe - 
of — of ſo many which it poſſeſsd 

amongſt the Griſons, and even ſo far diveſted 
of Authority, that neither to the Envoy, 
| nor 
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nor Adminiſtrator, remain any more than 
ſome ſmall 2 atives; the uſe of a very 
large Houſe, and the (not contemptible) Pro- 
fit of ſome Revenues: for the Peaſants are 
effectually free, and have their Suffrage e- 
qually with che other Communities, inde- 
pendehe on the En. 

The French Envoy generally reſi des at 
ca and the Exgliſb one who reſides at 

/ Bets. makes a Figure amongſt the Protes 
ſtant Griſons. a 

As fot the Tnclinations of theGriſons, 150 | 
Thirds of them being Proteſtants, and the 
remiinder Catholics: been ſaid 
of the Swit ers of both Religions, may be ſaid} 
and really holds good, of them. 

But yet it mult de added, that the Gl 
148 ve will be always enclin'd to favour 
thofè Who are in poſſeſſion of the Milaneſe; 
by reaſon of its near Neighbourhood, and 

being provided with Corn from thence. 

The League of the Houſe of God, is the 
moſt impartial and the moſt enclin'd in fa- 
vour 6f the moſt Serene Republic, not only on 
account of its joyning to the Valteline, which 
borders on the Venetian Territories; bur alſo 
becauſe that in Venice, and the; Venetion Do- 
minions, great numbers of the Subjects of 1 
this Leagbde, live, and exerciſe very . .- 
Trades; and in the third Place alſo from the 
Credit which many Families retain there, 
Which as Citizens of a Repablick, are fond of = 

I 2 | other | l 


= —_— * 
IEEE. ma 


116 An Account of 


other Republics, not for Intereſt,” but out 
of pure Zeal. 5 _—_ 
The League of the ten Jadicatares, by 
reaſon of its Vicinity and greater want of 
Corn, is moſt enclin'd to the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria. #1 2 MW e 

As long as this Auguſt Houſe can keep 
poſſeſſion of the State of Milan, it will have 
the ſtrongeſt Party amongſt the Griſous, they 
being in ſome meaſure, oblig'd to receive 

Laws from it. 4 
- The State of Milan affords a Corn Trade, 
maintainsLevies,and pays amongſt them ma- 
ny private Penſions : Throl and Schwabis,yield 
Corn and Salt; and tho? whatever has been 
ſaid of theſe two indiſpenſable Neceſſaries 
M with regard to the Smit ers, may really be 
5 applied to the Griſon's Country, adding alſo 
the Neighbourhood of the Venetian Domini. 
= ons, which are able to furniſh out good quan- 
tities, yet it is owing to the greater facility 
of Carriage from the Imperial Territories, 
that the Three Leagues have Corn and Salt 
in plenty, and at a very low Rate : and the 
ſole fear of paying dearer for it, is ſufficient 
to influence the Peaſants, who being the 
greater number have in their Hands the 
Power, and May conſequently hurry it on to 

any precipitant Reſolution whatſoever. 


% 
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The Griſons were many Years in Alliance 
with the whole Helvetic Body, but that 
League expiring, its rene wal was, for I know - 
not what Reaſon, omitted, which, tis pro- 
bable, might reſult from ſome Differences 
with regard to that Affair, berwixt the Ca- 
tholic and Proteſtant Body, it being not to 
be doubted but the former have private Al- 
liances with the Catholic Switzers. | 
But this Republic has a ſtrict and perpetual 
Alliance with the two Cantons of Zurich 
and Bern, which is owing not only to their 
being the moſt Potent of the whole Helve- 
tic Body, but alſo to the particular Affection 
of the Proteſtant Griſons to them, on account 
of the uniſormity of their Religion to that 
of the Proteſtants, who are the prevailing 
part of the Griſons. $i 2 
They maintain with the Houſe of Auſtria 
a perpetual Defenſive League, which they 
ſtile the Hereditary Union, and which is in a 
manner in all Particulars conform to that of 
the Swzrzers: and they are underſtood to be 
included in that which was renew'd by France 
in 1663. with the Switzers, their Allies, and 
joyat Allies : But during the many Years 
ſince the Alliance of che three Leagues 
with the Helvetic Body (as above) has ex- 
pir'd, they never wou'd declare whether the 
League which bound them thus to France, 
is conſequently annull'd or not. Kam 
* 1 Amongſt 
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Amongſt the Mauntainous Countries, that 
is moſt Fertile, which is ſubject to the Gri- 
« ſons ; but cho? ſubjeQ to them, it enjoys great 
Privileges ; particularly with regard to the 
Catholic Religion, which it profeſſes, and 
Which it maintains untainted, in imitation of 
the Italian Bailliages Subject to the Swit gers. 
This Subject- Country is the Valteline, and 
the two Earldomes of Chiavenna and Bor- 
mio, to which, ( beſides two Officers, the 
General Governor, and the Vicar of the 
Valteline,who reſide in the middle of it in the 
City of Sandrio) the Griſons ſend ay two 
Years ſeven Repreſentatives,viz. A Podeſta to 
Morbeg no, Tirano, Traona, Ieglia, Bormio, and 
Siuro, and a Commiſſary to Chiauenn a. 
The power of appointing Perſons to fill all 
theſe Charges, is veſted in the Communities 
of the three Leagues, in their reſpective turns, 
purſuant to the practice of the Cantons, with 
regard to their Common Bailliages; ſo that 
in a juſt proportion, every League, nay, and 
every Community exerciſes its particular 8o· 
vereignty, and hath the Profit of the Nomi - 
nation of theſe Officers for two ears, who 
yet in all other Caſes, depend on the whole 
| Republic. 5 4 e . 001 
I fay Profit, becauſe the Communities 
dont give cheſe Poſts, but ſell them to the 
higheſt Bidder. in proportion to the Incomes 
| which they yield to the Perſons who en- 
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joy them, this Commiſſioner reſerving to - mn 
himſelf (unleſs in Crimes of rhe deepeſt dye) S || 
not only the power of condemning in, and 1 
impoſing of, pecuniary Mulcts, but alſo 
of compounding with the Criminal himſelf; 
part of theſe Fines, or Compoſitions, accruing 
to the Publick Treaſury, and the reſt ſolely 

to the Repreſentative ; ſo that if theſe Poſts 
were not purchas d, but given, as they are 
by the Cantons, the private Profits wou'd be 
much more conſiderable. +87} } 

This Cuſtom of felling Offices ſeems 
ſtrange at firſt tight ; bur if we reflect on the 
Univerſal Practice of all theſe: Countries 
to Condema in pecuniary Mulcts, and are 
acquainted with the particular Methods by 
which theſe Officers Govern themſelves, and 

that they fall every two Years under the Cen- 
ſure of a Court of Sndics, we ſhall not be ,, 
any longer ſurpriz d, that the Griſons in this 
Particular follow the Example of much great- 
er Potentates, who if they don't ſell ſmall 
Offices, yet make Sale of Military and Civil 
Poſts, which are perhaps more Impor- 
tant. | | 3 
Something is alſo to be ſaid of the Biſhop 
of Coir, tho? at preſent he makes no better 
Figure than that of a ſimple Prelate, ſince 
the Fitle, which he yet retains, of Prince of - 
the Empire, being void of Revenues, ſuffici- 
ent to ſuſtain its due Luſtre, ſerves for no 
* 3 
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other uſe but to keep this Prelate in higher 
Eſteem amongſt the Germans. 

He was once Sovereign of the City of 
Coir; nay farther, in a manner, of the whole 
League Cade, and had ſome Lordſhips alſo 
in the other Leagues; but his Temporal 
Dominion declin'd by little and little, till 
at laſt he became entirely excluded from 
any concern in the Government of the Re- 


publick, without reſerving even the leaſt 


ſhare in the Diet; and for a long ſeries of 
Years, the League has manag'd their Public 
Affairs without even imparting them at all 
to the Biſhop, or ever asking his Vote. 
Beſides that the Temporal Revenues of this 
Biſhopric are very much diminiſhꝰd, its whole 
Temporal Juriſdiction is reſtrain'd to the 
Caſtle of Coir; a Caſtle indeed barely in 


Name, void of Fortification, or the leaſt 


Military force, and ſo ſmall as ſcarcely to 
afford convenient room for the Lodging of 
that Prelate, his Canons, and other Prieſts, 

appointed to Offiiciate in the Cathedral, be- 
ſides a ſmall Convent of Capacins. His Spi- 
ritual Jurisdiction does not even compre- 
hend all the Catholic part of the Griſons ; 
for not only the whole Subject Country, but 
ao part of the Free, is under the Biſhop of 
no, 
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But yet by a handſom Addreſs and ſome 
Prudence, he might render himſelf conſide- 
rable enough, in his own Country; for 
wearing the Character of Head of the Ca- 
tholic Body, by aſſiduouſly managing the 
Members of the ſame, and by Generoſity, 
and other eaũe ways, rendring them Depen- 
dent on him, he might 9 a great ſhare 
of Eſteem amongſt the Proteſtants, who 
vou d not then be ſo reſolute, as to tranſcend 
their Bounds, by preſcribing Laws, as it of- 
ten happens, in Religious Matters, to the 
Catholics. i 

But in the Election of a Biſbop, which 
depends on the Votes of twenty four Canons, 
it very frequently happens, that to Nobility 
of Birth, and Perſonal Merit, are preferr'd 
the Dependance, which ſome of theſe Canons 
may have on ſome Foreign Miniſter, who 
uſes all poſſible endeavours to raiſe to this 
Dignity one of his Creatures ; or elſe the 
Political Maxim in Democratical Govern- 
ments of keeping out of ſuch Charges, all 
Men of Noble Birth, prevails : So that it 
often happens, that a Bſbop rais d from no—- 
thing, to this Dignity, by Courting the Pro- 
teſtants with as much ſollicitude as that 
meanneſs of Spirit ſuggeſts, which renders 
him afraid of them, loſes entirely the Affecti- 
on and Eſteem of the Catholics, which af- 
terwards draws on him the Contempt * 
nnn 4 | . O 
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of the Proteſtants themſelves; who, by Na- 
rural Inſtinct, and Priaciple of Religion, ab- 
horring his Charakter, cannot reſpect his 


Grandeur, when not t ſupported by the Ca- 
 Fholic Bad/. 


* 


O F THE. 


VALESIANS. 


Cone take the Name of ; ale ans, given to 
me this People, to be derived from the deep 
and long Valley. which they Inhabit. 
It begins at the Mountain call'd Furca, 
where the Rhone riſes, and extends to the 
Lake of Geneva: and the Current of the R- 
ver is ſo rapid in this Valley, and from time 
to time fo miſchievous to this Country, that 
the Inhabitants uſually ſay, when they boaſt 
of their Situation, I hat it puts them out of 
fear of every thing but the Omnipotence of 
God, and the fiercencſs of this River. 
This Valley. is ſituate betwixt the Coun- 
tey of Beru, and that of Savoy; and tho? the 
Mountains around it are extreme high, crag- 
gy, and their Tops always laden with Snow 
at all Seaſons of the Lear, yet it is well pro- 
Is vided 
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' vided with Paſture-Grounds for all forts of 
Cattle, with which it plentifully abounds, 
no leſs than does the Griſons Country with 
wild Game, whether tha- of Quadrupeds, 
or Fowl : On the higheſt tops of theſe Moun- 
tains are found quantities of Cr;//al, and ſome 

Mines of ſeveral kinds of Metals. 
ln the Plains, which ſucceſſively open to 
our View, the Soil is very fertile, not only 
in the production of Corn, and Wines, but 
alſo in Fruit, to that degree, that in Quan» 
tity and Quality it has little Reaſon to envy 
Italy. 
The Inhabitants are divided into the up- 
per and lower Valeſiaus, betwixt which have 
formerly riſen conteſts about Dominion in 
which they proceeded to Arms; and For- 
tune deciding in favour of the former, 
they remain'd Sovereigas over the latter, 
who yet enjoy many of thoſe Privileges 
which are uſually allow'd to all the Balli. 
ages ſubject to the Switzers or their Allies; of 
which it may be ſaid, that there are very 
few of them, which have not ſome Mark of 
Liberty. a 13 

The Upper Yaleſians Inhabit that part, 
which from the Spring of the Rhone extends 
for ſome ſpace below the City of Sion, call'd 
in German Sitten, and in Latin Sedunum. 


| They 
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They are, like the Griſons, diſtributed in- 
to independent Communities, which are Se- 
ven, and which ſubdivide themſelves into a 
number of Villages. They hold two Diess 
annually in the above · mentionꝰd City, which 
are compos d of the Deputies of the faid 
Communities, and in them preſides the Head 
of the whole Country. 
The Biſhop of Sion has the Title of Sove- 
reign even yet in Temporals, and formerly 
had the Authority; but by flow degrees 
theſe People have thrown off the Yoak of 
Subjection: But yet he is much more Con- 
ſiderable than the Biſhop of Coir, who has 
not only loſt the whole N 1d of 
the Country (as above) but is alſo ſtrip'd of 
all Marks of apparent Dominion ; whereas, 
on the other ſide, the Biſhop of Sion retains 
ſome ſort of Authority and Character of So- 
vereignty, preſiding in the Diets before the 
Head of the whole Country, and having an 
cqual Vote, and concern in Affairs. 

The lower Valeſians Inhabit the reſt of 
this Valley to the Lake of Geneva, and ſpeak 
à Language like the Savoyara, (in this differs 
ing from the Upper Valeſians, who ſpeak 
German) and are divided into ſix Commu- 
nities. | e 

Both the one and the other participate 
very much of the Nations whoſe Language 
they uſe. They are a Martial People, wm 

5 tho 


1 


SWITZERLAND. 125 
though they are ſomewhat rough to one 
another, are yet more Humane and affable 
to Strangers. | Pty ip 
They conſtantly profeſs the Catholic Reo 
| lig ion, and for that reaſon, (beſides their au- 
cient Alliance with the Canton of Bern) they 
are ſtrictly Allied with the Catholic Cau- 


tons. 


Of the Abbot and City ef St. GAL I. 


6+ HE Benedictin Abbot of St. Gall, who 
1 has the Title of Prince of the Empire, 
keeps his Reſidence in a Monaſtery of his 
Order; which together with a large and 
magaificent Church, joins to the Wall of 
rhe City. a 0. i 

He was alſo Sovereign of the City, but 
that by Mony gain'd its Independence, in 
1160. After Which, in 1454. it having 
made an Alliance with the Helvetic Body, 
there is not left to him any imaginable ſu- 
riſdiction over it : but heretofore there have 
frequently ariſen Conteſts betwixt him and 
its Inhabitants; one of which being about 
the Liberty of the entrance into the City, 
which is by one Wall only ſeparated from 
the Monaſtery, was accommodated by an Ex- 

F . pedient 
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pedient odd enough, for they made on each 
fide of the Wall two Gates, which open one 
againſt. che other, ſo that *ris not poſſible 
from the City to enter the Monaſtery, unleſs 
the inner Gate be open'd, the Keys of which 
are in the Hands of the Abbot ; nor can 
thoſe of the Cloifter go into rhe City, unlefs 
the Citizens open the oppoſite Gate, of which 
they alſo keep the Keys. 
The City is of the Proteffant Religion; 
very little, but well kept; Populous to the 
ft Degree; drives a rich Trade, particu- 
larly in Exchange and all ſorts of Linnens, 
which are Manufactur'd by the Inhabitants, 
and abundantly exported; and the Govern- 
ment having made ſome very rigorous 
Laws, which are obſerv'd with utmoſt; ex- 
aAneſs, in order to bring this Manufacture 
to greater Perfection and to keep it here, 
this Trade hath removed hither by little 
and little from Conſtance, which before had 
it entirely. bz e rm 
In this Place I may be allow'd to touch a 

little upon the ſaid City of Con#ance, Which | 
is a very large Imperial City, and repleniſh'd 
with Habitations, bur not with Inhabitants; 

a Deficiency moſtly attributed to the gene- 
ral prohibiting any Proteſt ants from Settling 
there; and the heavy  Impoſirions with « 
which Trade is loaden; whilft otherwiſe its 
Largeneſs and Beauty; the ſalubrity of = | 

ir, 
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Air, the plenty of Proviſion, and its moſt 
happy Situation at the Head of a great Lake 
(to which it gives Name, and which com- 
mands the Canal, by which the River Rhiu 
runs through the Lake itſelf,) are all conſide- 
rable Natural Advantages, which muſt have 
naturally drawn People from all Parts the- 
ther, and attracted an aſfluence of Trade. 
Jo return to the Prince and City of St. 
Gall, having already mention'd their reci- 
procal Independence, I ſhall add, that the » 
City has no Territory, its Juriſdiction arbund 
ir, not extending the length of one Cannon 
Shot. i | 1 
What remains concerning it, is, that its 
Goverr'd almoſt like Tur ich, and is one of 
thoſe Allies of the Helvetic Body, which fends 
two Deputies to the General Diet of Baden, 
yet without having a deliberative Vote, un- 
Jeſs barely in thoſe Affairs, which may affect 
the Intereſt of the Allies in conjunction with 
that of the Helvetic Body, of which they make 
A part. | 1 N 
This Prince likewiſe as an Ally, ſends is 
Deputies; and tho” in Temporals he has ot 
much of his Authority, as may appear from 
What has, and ſhall be ſaid; yet withal he te- 
mains a Prince of ſome confideration. His 
Country borders on the Weſt and South on 
the Canton of Zprich, on the Lake of Con- 
BHT Ef ſtauce 
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fance on the North, and encompaſſes on the 
Eaſt the Canton of Appenrell. 

He poſſeſſes likewiſe the Country of Toggen- 
burg, which was Sold in the Year 1469. by its 
Earls, to his Predeceſſors, hut on Condition 
that to the People ſhould be maintain d 
their Privileges, by Virtue of which they 
were inveſted with ſuch a Liberty, that it 
was permitted them to ſecure themſelves un- 
der the Protection of the two Cantons of 
Schw)tz and Glaris, then choſen by common 
conſent, Arbiters of the Differences, which 
might ariſe betwixt the Sovereiga and the 
Subjelts. 5 
By little and little the Abbots encreaſed 
their Authority, and are grown to ſend 
Bailiffs to it, as to a Subject Country. 
Nay, they have at proper Opportunities, 
ſometimes induced theſe People to give a 
fort of conſent to their Pretenſions: and 

the Abbot by ſuch means as are fitteſt to 
be made uſe of in Democratical Govern- 
ments, having gain'd the Principals of the 
two Protecting Cantons, and particularly 
the Heads of that of Schnyrz, hath eaſily 
obtain'd of their Councils, the Approba- 
tion of thoſe Steps, by which he hath been 


"I 


inſeaſibly getting Grgund. 
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Within a few Years have been practis'd 
by this Prince ſome too reſolute acts of Ju- 
riſdiction, together with the Arreſting of 
ſome Perſons who were in Poſts, and ſome 
other Things, pretended by the Subjects to 
be inconſiſtent with his limited Authority. 
They therefore ſent Deputies to the Diet 
of Baden, to lay open their Grievances, and 
complained particularly to the Canton of 
Aurich, which, as a bordering Country, and 
naturally enclin'd to joyn in deſtroying the 
Power of the Abbot of St. Gall, out of re- 
gard to that Religion, with which at leaſt 
above half of Toggenbarg is infected, Zealous- 
ly undertook the Aſſiſtance of theſe People; 
being follow*d by the other Proteſtant Can- 
tons : and the Apologies written by the Prea- 
chers of Zgrich, clearly make appear, that 
Religion is the principal Motive of their a- 
bove-mention'd Fervour. | 
How juſt this Proceeding is, is a very diſ- 
putable Point ; for, if the Cantons, which are 
Proteftors, to whom alone truly 3 
the deciſion of the Affair, have neg|Kted the 
timely application of the proper Remedy, 
being diverted from it by the Arts with 
which the Abbot influenc'd their Minds; *tis. 
yet certain, that the Canton of Turich has 
no Title which Lawfully qualifies it to act 
in the manner above-mention'd. 
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This Diſpute lay many Years undecided 
under the Examination of the General Diet 
of Baden, which ſeem'd to meet with the 
intention of compoſing it, but yet became 
divided into two FaQtions; the one that of 
the Catholics for the Abbor, and the other 
that of the Proteſtants again ſt him. 

_ Finally, when both the one and the other 
appear'd to be agreed to bridle in ſome mea- 
ſure the Authority of this Prince, he caus'd 
to be declar'd to the Diet, that it had no 
Power to concern itſelf in that Country, by 
| reaſon of its being a Fief of the Empire ; and 
that he bad obtain'd the Inveſtiture of it 
from the preſent Reigning Emperor. 

Thoſe who know how odious to the 
Switzers the word Fief of the Empire is, will 
eaſily comprehend how the Deputies were 

Surpriz'd by this Declaration : they all took 
it ad referendam to their Superiors, and the 
Diet was Diſſolv'd. . 
The Canton of erich immediately held 
another in Conjunction with the Bernois, at 
Aran: and inviting thither theDeputiesofTog- 
genburg, they examin'd the Privileges which 
theyenjoy'd under their Earls at the time when 
the Abbots bought that Country, and drawing 
vp in ſeveral Articles the Reſtrictions laid 
on the Power of the Prince, and the Limits 
to the Privileges of the Subjects; they ſent 
them by four Deputies to the Abbot, proteſt- 
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ing their intention to promote the exact ob- 
ſervance of them; and the Abbot refuſing to 
approve them, by Virtue of the ſaid Depu- 
tation, they were publi{fd thro? that Coun- 
try, where they met with Applauſe ; the 
People driving out thoſe Præfats which be- 
fore RuPd them, and beginng afreſh to ſet 
up their Republican Government. 


The Abbot appealing from this, to a Gene- 
ral Diet at Baden, there follow d on this ac- 
count, many ſharp Diſputes bet wixt the De- 
puties of the Cetholict Wee thoſe of 
the Frqeſtants, (particularly of the Cantons of 
Lurich and Bern) the former inveighing a- 
gainſt the latter, as arrogating to themſelves 
a Power which does not belong to them, and 
theſe on the other ſide, pleading in their own 
Defence, that they were aße to what they 
did by 3 and irreſolute Meaſures of 
the Diet, and that the like Steps had been 
heretofore taken by the Catholic Cantons, the 
Truth of which is yet uncertain ; but chiefly 
defending themſelves by the Juſtice which 
they boaſt of; preteading rhat all their En- 
deavours are to defend the ancient Liberties, 
and the univerſal Conventions of the Helve- 
tic Boay. | | 
So that the Abbot of St. Gall has no other 
Power left him in Toggenburg, but that of 
exacting his Tythes, and other his particu- 
lar Revenues, and to make uſe of the People 


to aſſiſt and defend him in caſe of need. 
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Of the City of- B I E L, or B I. 


His City with a very ſmall Territory, 

all of the Proteſtant Religion, is ſituate 

on the Banks of a Lake, to which it gives 

its Name, betwixt the Canton of Bern, the 

Earldom of Neufehatel, the Canton of Solo- 

thurn, and the Country ſubject to the Bi- 
ſhop of Baſil. 

This Prelate was once its Sovereign, but at 
preſent has only the Revenue of Tythes, and 
the Right of making uſe of theſe People for 
his Defence; and in all other Particulars its 
Magiſtrates Govern abſolutely Independent, 
like thoſe of St. Gall, and live under the 
Protection of the Proteſtant Cantons, being 


particularly and moſt ſtrictly Allied with the 
Canton of Bern. | 


f 


1 
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Of the Cityof MUL HA USE N. 


N the River I, in the Heart of the 

Upper Alſatia, together with a ver 
ſmall Diſtrict, is ſituate this City, whic 
tho? wholly without the Swizz Conſines, yet 
ever ſince it has been admitted into the Al- 
liance of the Helvetic Body, has equally pre- 
ſerv'd its Repoſe and Independence un- 
touch'd. 


Its Inhabitants, who in Language and 


- Manners very much reſemble the French, 
were, about two hundred Years paſt, by the 

Canton of Baſil, declar'd their Fellow-Citi- 
Zens, in favour of the Proteſtant Religion 
by them embrac'd ; and upon account of 
this, they are moſt ſtrictly Ally'd with the 
Cantons of that Religion, 


= - — — — — 
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Of the Farldom of NEUFCHATEL 
andVALANGIN. 


TH. Country, anciently part of the Leſ. 


fer Burganay, is at preſent reckon'd to 
belong to Switzerland. *Tis ſituate betwixt 
Bergunay and the Canton of Bern; the Ci- 
ty, which imparts its Name to the whole 
Country, lies on the Banks of an indifferent 
large Lake, to which it alſo gives its Name: 
*tis very Pleaſant, and repleni{h'd with Ar- 
tificers, who vie with thoſe of Geneva, eſpe- 
cially in the Art of Watch-making : The 
Language is French, but very much cor- 
rupted amongſt the meaner People. Their 
Manners are poliſk'd to the laſt Degree; 
the Gentry moſt earneſtly addicted to the 
Exerciſe of Arms, and the Civility and Po- 
liteneſs of their Deportment, and their great 
Capacities, render them acceptable to all 
Nations, Induſtrious, and apt to learn all 
ſorts of Employ ments. 

The City, as well as the whole Country, 
is of the Proteſtant Religion, except only two 
Communities of ſome Conſideration, which 
wou'd not give Ear to new Principles, and 

: «_ -”- wan 


SWITZERLAND. 135 


which do, as it were by Miracle, keep them · 


ſelves conſtant in the true Faith. 

This Government is almoſt Popalar : and 
if with regard to the Sovereignty of its 
Earls, the Inhabitants may be {tid Subjects, 
they muſt be allow*d to be Free, on account 
of the numerous Privileges which they en- 
joy; the Earls having only the Power of 
exacting ſome Tyrhes, and other Re- 
venues reſulting from the Land, and Fiſh. 
And altho' there be a Governor at Neufcha- 
tel, to maintain the figure of Sovereignty, 
collect the Revenues, and for the ſake of 


ſome ſort of Appeals, yet the Inhabicants 


are govern'd by their own Laws and Magi- 
ſtrates, and are in Alliance with the four 
Cantons of Bern, Lacern, Frpburg, and Solo- 
thurn; the particylar intent of which, is the 
preſervation of their Privileges, one of which 
is not leſs Extraordinary than Important, 
which empowers the People themſelves, 
in caſe of the Death of their Sovereign, 


to determine who is to be their Lawiul 


Succeſſor. 


In this Caſe, the Inſinuations of the Bernois 


areſof great validity, for that Canton in regard 
of its bordering on it, and the uniformity of 
their Religion, is very intent in the mainte- 
nance of the Rights of theſe People, and 
procuring that their deciſion may be fa- 


vouable to the Candidate, to Which that 
IK ö 
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is by Inclination and Intereſt moſt en- 


gag d. 


At the Death of the Dutcheſs of Nemours, 
the laſt Heireſs of the Houſe of Longueville, 
and alſo laſt poſſeſſor of this Earldom, many 
Noble Perſons of Royal Families, put in a- 
mongſt the Crowd of Pretenders, in hopes 
that, excluſive of the feudatory and donative 
Titles, the whole balance of the Deciſion, 
muſt turn on examining which of the nume- 
rous Pretenders was really neareſt Allied in 
Blood to the fore-mention'd deceas'd Prin- 
ceſs, or to the laſt defunQ& Male Heir of the 
Houſe of Longueville. | 
But the deciſion of the States prov'd in 
favour of the Elector of Brandenburg, by the 
efficacious Management of the Canton of 
Bern, whoſe Intereſt it was firſt of all, to 


exclude from that Sovereignty the French 


Families which aſpir'd to it, and to place in 
it a Prince of the Empire diſtant from it, and 
not a Catholic, on account not only of Reli- 
gibn, but alſo other Ends of its own, in the 


- diſcovery of which, perhaps Iam not miſta- 
ken. 


* 
Z 


Bur, as I propos d not to make any di- 


greſſion from the preſent Relation, unleſs 
neceſſary to its Elucidation ; much leſs ſhall 
I venture to decide which of the Pretenders 
had the moſt Reaſon on his fide ; but con- 


ent my ſelf wich hinting, that the Preten- 
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ſion of the Elector of Brandenburgh, being 
founded on proving that this Earldom Was 
formerly an Imperial Fief, veſted in the long 
extinct Houſe of Chalon; from which it 
ought to paſs into the Orange Branch of Naſ- 
ſau, and from thence, after the Death of 

King William, to that of Brandenburg: none 
of the Cantons, even of the Proteſtant ones, 
except that of Bern only, cou'd eaſily reliſh a 
Senrence which encourag'd the Right of Im- 

perial Fiefs : the Canton of Aurich in parti» 

4 cular conſider'd the difficulty of reconciling 

theſe two Propoſitions, that Newfcharel be- 
ing a Member of Switzerland, could be an 

Imperial Fief, and yet that the Rights of 

Imperial Fiefs are in Switzerland utterly ex- 

, - tin&t and irrevocable; and the rather, be- 

cauſe this laſt gave occaſion to the Alarm 
taken in the Diet of Baden, againſt the Ab- 
bot of St. Gall, on account of his having ob- 

tain'd that Inveſtiture of Toggenburg as a 

Fief, and his having made in conſequence of 

that, the above-mention'd Declaration. | 

Beſides which, *tis moſt clearly evident, | 
that if the Switzers grant Neufchatel to be 
an Imperial Fief, (without which, all the 

Reaſons of the Houſe of Brandenburg fall to 

the Ground) they cannot afterwards deny, 

that it belongs to the Emperor, and no 0- 

ther, to give the Inveſtiture at his pleaſure, 

a Right which the Emperor himſelf cannot 


renounce _ 
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renounce without the aſſent of the Em- 
n 
i What has been ſaid, is alone ſufficient to 
prove the dependence of the States of Neaf- 
chatel on the Canton of Bern, the preſſing 
Inſtances of which, certainly more than 
thoſe of the Miniſters of England and Bran- 
denburg; more than the Mony diſtributed 
by this laſt; more than the large offers of 
Levies, Privileges, and other Advantages 
| made to this Country in the Name of that 
. Elector, drew the States of Neafchate! to a 
Deciſion, to which they were not enclin'd, 

by reaſon of its dangerous Conſequences. 


of the City of GENEVA. 


A Mongft the largeſt, richeſt, and moſt po- 
pulous Cities of the Helvetic Body and 
its Allies, may undoubtedly be rank'd that 
of Geneva, ſituate at the Head of its great 

Lake, out of which the River Rhone iſſuing, 
reaſſumes its rapid courſe, and divides it in- 

to two Parts. : 
It is ſurrounded by its ſmall Territory; 
tte Dominions of France, and that of Savq;; 
the firſt ſeparates it from the Canton of Bern 
by a very narrow Tongue of Land, which 
1 | reaches 
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reaches to the Lake, and makes a ſmall di- 
viſion bet wixt its own Territory and that of 
Bern. | 

That part of the City which looks moſt 
towards France on the North and Weſt, is | 
ſituate in a Plain, and that toward Savoy oa | 
the Eaſt and South, on a Hill of a very eaſy 
aſcent ; and borh the one and the other re- 
pleniſh'd with beautiful and ſtrong Edifices, 
both Ancient and Modern; but principally 
of the laſt kind ; the major part of which 
Were built by the French Hugonots expel”d 
out of France, who have introduc'd a great 
quantity of Manufactures of all ſorts into the 
City, and conſiderably increas'd its Trade. | 

*Tis computed that about half ite Inhabi- 
tants are of theſe People; ſo that ' tis not to ö 
be wonder'd at, if this City with the Lan- 
guage, has alſo the Manners and Cuſtoms of 
the French. : 

Its Government is a mixture of Ariſtorracy 
and Democracy; but as the principal and moſt 
ancient Families uſe their utmoſt endeavours 
to derogate from, and by ſlow degrees de- 
ſtroy the Privileges of the Citizens, in order 
to draw the Power over to themſelves, and 
perpetuate themſelves in their Poſts, this 
practice is attended with frequent Murmu- 
rings, and in theſe laſt Times an Inſur- 
rection had began, which wou'd have bro- 
ken out into a great Fire, if Turich and on 
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had not ſent Wiſe and Able Deputies to ex- 
_— it, and afterwards a good number 
of Troops to Garriſon the City,which at pre- 
ſent ſeems to keep quiet, tho' with evident 
Prejudice to the Liberty of its Citizens. 

I ſhall not mention the Religion here pro- 
feſs d, it being well known to have been the 
firſt Place where Calvin contriv'd his Do- 

ctrines. | | 
It may be ſaid, that the ſtrongeſt Motive 
which induc'd the Inhabitants of this City 
to embrace theſe new DoQtrines, was not 
merely an innocent Miſtake, but rather an 
entirely wilful one} proceeding from their 
principal Deſign, which was to furniſh them 
ſelves with Reaſons for driving out of his See 
their Biſhop, who was alſo their Temporal 
Prince, and to change this Government into 
that of a Republick ; it being certain, that 
as it was in other Places, this was alſo here 
the beginning of Liberty. 4 
Of which the Inhabitants being Jealous to 
the laſt degree, have us'd their utmoſt en- 
deavours to preſerve it; not ſparing any Mony 
to provide the City with good Modern Forti- 
fications; fo that at preſent, it paſſes for one of 
the ſtrongeſt Places in all theſe Countries, and 


is proportionally provided with Artillery, 
Arms, and all manner of Proviſions. 


They 
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| They live under the protection of the 
Helvetic Body, and particularly of the Pro- 
ſteſtant Cantons, but are more ſtrictly Ally'd 
with Bern, which of all the Cantons is their 
ſtrongeſt Neighbour, and moſt able to afford 

them Help. 
This Territory around the City, is, as is 
 faidabove, of a very ſmall Circuit, but ex- 
tremely Fertile id all ſorts of Productions; 
but their greateſt Advantage is the Trade of 
the City, its Dealings being vaſt in Exchan- 
es, with great variety of Merchandizes,and 


anufactures, which render it incredibly 
Rich. 


of the Revenues, and Number of the 
People of the CAN T ONS and therr 
ALLIES. 


F OR the greater ſatisfaction of the Rea- 7 
der's Curioſity, I thought fit to add an i 
Account of the Annual Revenues of the 
Cantons, and the Number of their Pcople 
able to bear Arms, which the Cartons and 
their Allies can command on Occaſion. | 

But the Reader is to be advertis d, that | 
the Author does not pretend that this 1s to the | 

| utmoſt 
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utmoſt an exact Account of their Revenyes, 
- . and the preciſe Number of their People, by 
reaſon tis impoſſible for a Stranger to come 
at Truth in this caſe ; becauſe every Govern- 
4 ment uſually endeavours to paſs for ſtronger 
\ than it _—_ 33 FT, 
But yet the Reader may depend on it, 
that no Diligence has been 1ſpar'd to get the 
_ Account of both the one and the 
other. - 
le muſt alſo be further Advertis'd, that 
the Democratical Governments being com pos d 
of Free People, ſome without any, others 
with very few Subject-Countries, thay ei- 
ther have no Revenues, or ſo very ſmall, 
that little or no account is made of them, 
they being Tax d only on Occafions which 
require an extraordinary Expence, for the 
Maintenance of Troops, or other Uſes; and 
therefore they are not ineluded in the fol- 


lowing account of their Revenues. _ 


An Account of their Revenues. 


300, 000 Zurich has Annually very near Three hun- 
- - dred thouſand Florins. 00A 
406, 006 Bern Four hundredthouſand. 
80, * Lacern Eighty thouſang. 
60, © Baſil Sixty thouſand. 
ho, 09 V Frybarg Forty thouſand. 


| 30, % 8 Soforbury, Thirty thouſand. _ ar 
191 0, 900 | Schafſhaſen, 
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Schaffhuſen, Forty Thouſand. | 
The Prince of St. Gall, Forty thouſand. 
The Earl of Neafchatel, Sixty thouſand. 
In all, One million and fifty thouſand. 


The reſt are of very little or no Conſide- 
RES. 


An Account of their Men able to bear Arms. 


Zurich has near Thirty thouſand. 

Bern, Ninety thouſand. 

Lacern, T wenty thouſand. 

Uri, Five thouſand. 

Schwytz, Five Thouſand. 

Vnderwalden, Three thouſand. 

Zugg, Two thouſand. 

Glaris, or Glaroza, Five thouſand, .- 

Frybarg, Ten thouſand. | 

Solotharn, Six thouſand. | _ 

Schaffhuſen, Four thouſand. 'Y 

Appenzell, Four thouſand. 

The Provinces ſubject in common to ſeve- | 
ral of the Cantons, Fourteen thouſand. ' _.} 

The Prince of St. Gall, comprehending 

Toggenburg, Twenty thouſand. 

The Biſhop of Baſil, 2 Po- 
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rentrut, Fight thouſand. s 
The Cities of Mulhauſen and Biel, Six 
thouſand. | 


ba... Earldom of Neafchatel, Eight thou- 
nd. | | | 


Geneva 
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144 An Account of Switzerland, 
Geneve, Ten thouſand. | 


The Griſons, Forty thouſand. 
| The Valeſians, Ten thouſand. 


The whole Helvetic Body, has Men fit to 


bear Arms, almoſt Three hundred thou- 
ſand. abs 


It muſt be further Remark'd, that the 
Proteſtant Cantons have larger Revenues 
than the Catholic, not on account of 


their being more Populous, but becauſe in 
the alteration of Religion, they uſurp'd all 


the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates, converting them 
partly to the benefit of their Preachers, and 
the reſt to the uſe of the Publick Treaſury, 
which thereby receives conſiderable Profits. 


